
Essential Skills List 

Language Arts Department 

8
th

 Grade 

 

1. Cite textual evidence of a central idea/theme in a text. 

2. Identify the elements of a text type 

a. Fiction: plot, setting, theme, point of view 

3. Determine the connotative and denotative meanings of words and its effect on the 

author’s style and tone. 

4. Compare and contrast a text type to another media type of the same story /other 

genres 

5. Analyze how a key individual, event, theme, or idea is developed throughout a 

text 

6. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text; distinguishing 

claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not 

7. In writing, provide appropriate transitions, precise language (including words and 

phrases), a formal style, and providing conclusions 

a. In argument writing, introduce and support claims with clear reasons and 

relevant evidence in an organized way 

b. Write informative/explanatory texts using a clear topic and an 

organizational strategies (definition, classification, etc.) with relevant 

details 

c. Write a narrative to develop real or imagined experiences or events 

through developed characters, event sequence, and narrative techniques 

8. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development organization, and 

style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

9. Use technology to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and 

collaborate with others 

10. Conduct short research projects for a specific purpose by gathering relevant 

information from print and digital sources and citing them properly. 

11. Engage in effective collaborative discussions through a) prepared discussions, b) 

posed questions, or c) response to others 

12. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage with an emphasis on verbs 

13. Acquire and use accurately grade appropriate general academic and domain 

specific words and phrases 

 

 



Essential Skills List 

Math Department 

8th Grade 

1. Know that there are numbers that are not rational, and approximate them by rational numbers. 

2. Work with radicals and integer exponents. 

3. Understand the connections between proportional relationships, lines, and linear equations. 

4. Analyze and solve linear equations and pairs of simultaneous linear equations. 

5. Define, evaluate, and compare functions. 

6. Use functions to model relationships between quantities. 

7. Understand congruence and similarity using physical models, transparencies, or geometry 

software. 

8. Understand and apply the Pythagorean Theorem. 

9. Solve real-world and mathematical problems involving volume of cylinders, cones, and spheres. 

10. Investigate patterns of association in bivariate data. 

 

Monitored Skills for RtI: 

 Automaticity – Basic math fact fluency. 

 Solve single and multi-step equations accurately. 

 Graph ordered pairs and effectively use the coordinate grid system 

 

Math Practices Embedded throughout Curriculum and Instruction 

1. Make sense of problems and preserve in solving them. 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 

3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 

4. Model with mathematics. 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 

6. Attend to precision. 

7. Look for and make use of structure. 

8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 
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Grade 8 Science     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Physical 
Science - Structure 
and Transformation of 
Matter 
A basic understanding 
of matter is essential 
to the conceptual 
development of other 
big ideas in science. 
During the middle 
years, physical and 
chemical changes in 
matter are observed, 
and students begin to 
relate these changes 
to the smaller 
constituents of 
matter—namely, 
atoms and molecules. 
The use of models 
(and an understanding 
of their scales and 
limitations) is an 
effective means of 
learning about the 
structure of matter.  
Looking for patterns 

2.1 Students understand 
scientific ways of 
thinking and 
working and use 
those methods to 
solve real- 
life problems.  

2.2 Students identify, 
analyze, and use 
patterns such as 
cycles and trends 
to understand past 
and  
present events and 
predict possible 
future events.  

2.4 Students use the 
concept of scale 
and scientific 
models to explain 
the organization 
and  
functioning of living 
and nonliving 
things and predict 
other 
characteristics that 

Students will 
• classify substances by how 
they react in given situations 
• analyze 
models/representations of 
elements and basic atomic 
structure 
• describe and illustrate the 
movement of elements 
between organisms and their 
physical environment and 
within the Earth system 
• analyze factors that may 
influence the movement of 
elements among the solid 
Earth, oceans, atmosphere and 
organisms 
• investigate the relationship 
between the seemingly 
indestructible nature of the 
atom and the concept of 
conservation of matter 
 
*classify elements based upon 
patterns in their physical (e.g. 
density, boiling point, solubility) 
and chemical (e.g. flammability, 

Students will understand 
that  
• all matter is made of 
tiny moving particles 
called atoms, which are 
far too small to see 
directly  
through a microscope. 
The atoms of any 
element are alike but are 
different from atoms of 
other  
elements.  
• because atomic 
structure is not directly 
observable, models 
(physical and 
conceptual) are used to  
facilitate understanding. 
What kind of model to 
use and how complex it 
should be depends on its  
purpose.  
• elements do not break 
down during chemical 
reactions (e.g., heating, 
exposure to electric  
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in properties is also 
critical to comparing 
and explaining 
differences in matter. 
  
 

might be observed.  
2.5 Students understand 

that under certain 
conditions nature 
tends to remain the 
same or move  
toward a balance. 
 

reactivity) properties.  (CC 1.1.1 
DOK 2) 
*Organization/interpretation of 
data illustrates that when 
elements are listed according to 
the number of protons, 
repeating patterns of physical 
and chemical properties, can 
be used to identify families of 
elements with similar 
properties.  (CC 1.1.1 DOK) 
*understand that matter is 
made of minute particles calld 
atoms, and atoms are 
composed of even smaller 
components.  The components 
of an atom have measurable 
properties such as mass and 
electrical charge.  Each atom 
has a positively charged 
nucleus surrounded by 
negatively charged electrons.  
The electric force between the 
nucleus and the electrons holds 
the atom together.  (CC1.1.2 
Supporting) 
*understand that the atom’s 
nucleus is composed of protons 
and neutrons that are much 
more massive than electrons.  
When an element has atoms 
that differ in the number of 
neutrons, these atoms are 
called different isotopes of the 
element.  (CC 1.1.3 Supporting)  
*describe interactions which 
cause the movement of each 

currents, reaction with 
acids).  
• the idea of atoms 
explains the 
conservation of matter: If 
the number of atoms 
stays the same no  
matter how they are 
rearranged, then their 
total mass stays the 
same. The atoms that 
are present  
today are the same 
atoms that have always 
existed.  
• there are groups of 
elements that have 
similar properties, 
including highly reactive 
metals, less- 
reactive metals, highly 
reactive nonmetals (such 
as chlorine, fluorine and 
oxygen) and some  
almost completely non-
reactive gases (such as 
helium and neon). Some 
elements don’t fit into  
any of the categories; 
among them are carbon 
and hydrogen, essential 
elements of living matter.  
• over a long time, 
matter is transferred 
from one organism to 
another repeatedly and 
between  
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element among the solid Earth, 
oceans, atmosphere and 
organisms (biogeochemical 
cycles).  Information should be 
gathered and representations 
created to illustrate the 
movement of elements in the 
earth system.  (CC 1.1.4 DOK 
2) 
 

organisms and their 
physical environment. As 
in all material systems, 
the total amount of 
matter  
remains constant, even 
though its form and 
location change. 
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Grade 8 Science     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Motion and 
Forces (Physical 
Science)  
Whether observing 
airplanes, baseballs, 
planets, or people, the 
motion of all bodies is 
governed by the  
same basic rules. At 
the middle level, 
qualitative 
descriptions of the 
relationship between 
forces and  
motion will provide 

2.1 Students understand 
scientific ways of thinking 
and working and use those 
methods to solve real- 
life problems.  
2.2 Students identify, 
analyze, and use patterns 
such as cycles and trends 
to understand past and  
present events and predict 
possible future events.  
2.3 Students identify and 
analyze systems and the 
ways their components 
work together or affect  

Students will 
• differentiate speed and 
acceleration and classify real-
life examples of each 
• explain and experimentally 
verify how Newton's Laws show 
that forces between objects 
affect their motion, allowing 
future positions to be predicted 
from their present speeds and 
positions 
• investigate motion of objects 
to generate and experimentally 
test predictions/conclusions. 
Compare and critique the 

Students will understand 
that  
• Isaac Newton 
developed a set of rules 
that can be used to 
describe and predict 
virtually all  
observed motion on 
Earth and in the 
universe. These Laws of 
Motion demonstrate that 
the rules  
governing the Earth are 
the same as those 
controlling the rest of the 

 



8th Grade Science 
Curriculum Draft 
Tichenor Middle School 
5/06 

4 

the foundation for 
quantitative 
applications of 
Newton’s Laws. 

each other. results of others for accuracy, 
identifying strengths and 
weaknesses in the experiment, 
insisting on the use of evidence 
to support decisions 
*explain the effects of balanced 
and unbalanced forces on 
motion as found in real-life 
phenomena  (CC 1.2.1 DOK 3) 

observed universe.  
• preconceived 
expectations can 
influence what people 
actually observe, 
preventing them from  
detecting other results. 
In order to maintain 
objectivity, different 
investigators should 
investigate  
the same question 
independently. For 
example, Newton’s Laws 
are widely accepted 
because  
they have been verified 
by so many different 
observers.  
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Grade 8 Science     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: The Earth 
and the Universe 
(Earth/Space Science)  
The Earth system is in 
a constant state of 

2.1 Students understand 
scientific ways of thinking 
and working and use those 
methods to solve real- 
life problems.  

Students will 
• research and evaluate the 
geological dating techniques 
that were used to determine the 
accepted age of the Earth 

Students will understand 
that  
• the Earth is almost 
unimaginably old when 
viewed on a human time 
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change. These 
changes affect life on 
Earth in many ways.  
Development of 
conceptual 
understandings about 
processes that shape 
the Earth begin at the  
elementary level with 
understanding what 
Earth materials are 
and that change 
occurs. At the middle 
level,  
students investigate 
how these changes 
occur. An 
understanding of 
systems and their 
interacting  
components will 
enable students to 
evaluate supporting 
theories of Earth 
changes. The use of 
models  
and observance of 
patterns to explain 
common phenomena 
is essential to building 
a conceptual  
foundation and 
supporting ideas with 
evidence at all levels. 
In middle school, 
students begin to look  
beyond what can be 

2.2 Students identify, 
analyze, and use patterns 
such as cycles and trends 
to understand past and  
present events and predict 
possible future events.  
2.3 Students identify and 
analyze systems and the 
ways their components 
work together or affect  
each other.  
2.5 Students understand 
that under certain 
conditions nature tends to 
remain the same or move  
toward a balance. 
 

• identify a variety of landforms 
on the Earth’s surface that have 
undergone changes (both fast 
and slow) and investigate the 
forces responsible for those 
changes 
• observe convection currents 
in liquids and model the 
movement of molten rock within 
the Earth, (which causes the 
crustal plates to move),  in 
order to explain how internal 
heat is transferred,  
• discuss and identify the 
strengths and limitations of a 
variety of physical and 
conceptual scientific models 
 
*describe techniques used to 
estimate geological time, 
including using radioactive 
dating, observing rock 
sequences, and comparing 
fossils to correlate the rock 
sequences at various locations.  
(CC 2.3.1 DOK 2) 
*understand that earthquakes 
and volcanic eruptions can be 
observed on a human time 
scale, but many processes, 
such as mountain building and 
plate movements, take place 
over hundreds of millions of 
years.( CC 2.2.3 Supporting)   
*explain the transfer of internal 
heat in the mantle of the Earth 
(crustal movement, hot spots, 

scale, and some 
processes  
that shape it are 
happening so slowly 
they cannot be easily 
detected in a lifetime. 
The accepted  
age of our Earth and 
solar system (4.6 billion 
years) is based on a 
wide variety of data 
collected  
by a number of different 
methods.  
• heat flow and 
movement of molten 
rock within the interior of 
the Earth results in 
crustal changes  
such as earthquakes, 
volcanoes and 
continental drift.  
• a model cannot 
represent a full-scale 
phenomenon with 
complete accuracy, even 
if it only  
addresses very few 
attributes of the original. 
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directly observed as 
they explore the Earth-
sun-moon system, as 
well as the rest of  
our solar system, 
employing the 
concept of scale 
within their models. 
Patterns play an 
important role as  
students seek to 
develop a conceptual 
understanding of 
gravity in their world 
and in the universe.  
 

geysers).  (CC 2.2.3 
Supporting) 
*understand that the Sun, 
Earth, and the rest of the solar 
system formed approximately 
4.6 billion years ago.  (CC 2.3.4 
Supporting) 
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Grade 8 Science     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Unity and 
Diversity (Biological 
Science)  
All matter is 
comprised of the 
same basic elements, 
goes through the 
same kinds of energy 

2.1 Students understand 
scientific ways of thinking 
and working and use those 
methods to solve real- 
life problems.  
2.2 Students identify, 
analyze, and use patterns 
such as cycles and trends 

Students will 
• investigate, model and explain 
the functions of the specialized 
parts within the cell 
• identify patterns of behavior 
within populations and classify 
them as either innate or learned 
• investigate how the nervous 

Students will understand 
that  
• all cells contain 
specialized parts that are 
structured to efficiently 
perform the cell’s 
essential  
functions.  
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transformations,  
and uses the same 
kinds of forces to 
move. Living 
organisms are no 
exception. In middle 
school, students  
begin to compare, 
contrast, and classify 
the microscopic 
features of 
organisms—the cells, 
as well as  
investigate 
reproduction as the 
essential process to 
the continuation of all 
species. Expected 
patterns of  
genetic traits are 
predicted. Distinctions 
are made between 
learned behaviors and 
inherited traits. 
Emphasis at  
every level should be 
placed upon the 
understanding that 
while every living 
thing is composed of 
similar small  
constituents that 
combine in 
predictable ways, it is 
the subtle variations 
within these small 
building blocks that  

to understand past and  
present events and predict 
possible future events.  
2.3 Students identify and 
analyze systems and the 
ways their components 
work together or affect  
each other.  
2.5 Students understand 
that under certain 
conditions nature tends to 
remain the same or move  
toward a balance. 
 

systems of various organisms 
allow them to react (e.g. 
vomiting, avoidance) to internal 
(e.g., food toxins) and external 
(e.g., predator encounter) 
stimuli 
• describe the role of 
genes/chromosomes in the 
passing of information from one 
generation to another (heredity) 
• identify patterns among 
organisms that may be used for 
classification and compare 
those patterns to the currently 
accepted taxonomy 
• collect and analyze 
information to answer questions 
about factors influencing 
heredity and learned behaviors 
and explain how scientific 
knowledge has been modified 
as new information is revealed 
• research and discuss the 
impact of technological 
advances, and explore the 
ethical questions they often 
create 
 
*explain observations of cells 
and analysis of cell 
representations pointing out 
that cells have particular 
structures that underlie their 
function.  Every cell is 
surrounded by a membrane 
that separates it from the 
outside world.  Inside the cell is 

• complex organisms 
can exist because their 
genes contain the 
information needed to 
create and  
reproduce cells with 
specialized functions.  
• organisms have 
nervous systems that 
allow them to react to 
changes in their 
surroundings and  
within themselves. Some 
of their reactions (e.g. 
pain response) are 
determined genetically 
while  
others (e.g. pushing a 
button to obtain food) 
are learned.  
• patterns (e.g. 
reproductive method, 
number of body 
segments, type of 
skeleton) are helpful in  
classifying organisms 
based on how they are 
related. Science 
considers details of 
internal and  
external structures to be 
more important than 
behavior or general 
appearance.  
• technological advances 
have made it possible for 
humans to alter the 
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account for both the 
likenesses and 
differences in form 
and function that 
create the diversity of 
life. 
 

a concentrated mixture of 
thousands of different 
molecules that form a variety of 
specialized structures.  These 
structures carry out specific cell 
functions.  (CC 3.4.1 DOK 3) 
*understand that in the 
development of multicellular 
organisms, cells multiply 
(mitosis) and differentiate to 
form many specialized cells, 
tissues, and organs.  This 
differentiation is regulated 
through the expression of 
different genes.  (CC 3.4.2 
Supporting) 
*form or justify conclusions 
through analysis/interpretation 
of data from investigations and 
research should confirm that 
responses to external stimuli 
can result from interactions with 
the organism’s own species or 
other species, as well as 
environmental changes.  (CC 
3.4.3 DOK 3) 
*understand that multicellar 
animals have nervous systems 
that generate behavior.  Nerve 
cells communicate with each 
other by secreting specific 
molecules.  (CC 3.4.5 
Supporting) 

natural world. Ethical  
considerations and the 
probability of unintended 
consequences make it 
essential that the  
potential risks and 
rewards of any scientific 
endeavor be carefully 
considered before 
proceeding. 
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Grade 8 Science     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Biological 
Change (Biological 
Science)  
The only thing certain 
is that everything 
changes. At the 
middle school level, 
students study 
relationships  
among populations 
and ecosystems that 
contribute to the 
success or demise of 
a specific population 
or  
species. Students 
construct basic 
explanations that can 
account for the great 
diversity among 

2.1 Students understand 
scientific ways of thinking 
and working and use those 
methods to solve real- 
life problems.  
2.2 Students identify, 
analyze, and use patterns 
such as cycles and trends 
to understand past and  
present events and predict 
possible future events.  
2.5 Students understand 
that under certain 
conditions nature tends to 
remain the same or move  
toward a balance.  
2.6 Students understand 
how living and nonliving 
things change over time 
and the factors that  

Students will 
• explore the law of 
superposition and the 
processes of fossilization in 
sedimentary rock 
• synthesize evidence from the 
fossil record with information 
about currently-existing species 
to make inferences about why 
the similarities of diverse 
species extend beyond 
superficial comparisons 
• research the most common 
fossils used to support theories 
of biological change 
• apply research to answer 
student-generated questions 
through deductive reasoning 
about factors that may impact 
diversity of species 

Students will understand 
that  
• thousands of layers of 
sedimentary rock 
provide evidence for the 
long history of the Earth 
and the  
long history of changing 
life forms whose remains 
are found in the rocks. 
More recently deposited  
rock layers contain 
fossils that more closely 
resemble existing 
species.  
• observations of the 
fossil record provide 
evidence that helps to 
explain why externally 
diverse  
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organisms.  
 

influence the changes.  
 

 
*draw conclusions and make 
inferences about the 
consequences of change over 
time that can account for the 
similarities among diverse 
species.  The consequences of 
change over time provide a 
scientific explanation for the 
fossil record of ancient life 
forms and for the striking 
molecular similarities observed 
among the diverse species of 
living organisms.  (CC 3.5.1 
DOK 3) 

organisms are so similar 
at the molecular level.  
• scientists cannot 
always control 
experimental conditions 
to obtain evidence. 
When that is not  
possible, they try to 
observe as wide a range 
of natural occurrences 
as possible to be able to  
identify patterns.  
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Grade 8 Science     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Energy 2.1 Students understand Students will Students will understand  
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Transformations 
(Unifying Concepts)  
Energy 
transformations are 
inherent in almost 
every system in the 
universe—from 
tangible examples at  
the elementary level, 
such as heat 
production in simple 
Earth and physical 
systems to more 
abstract  
ideas beginning at 
middle school, such 
as those 
transformations 
involved in the 
growth, dying and 
decay  
of living systems. The 
use of models to 
illustrate the often 
invisible and abstract 
notions of energy 
transfer  
will aid in 
conceptualization, 
especially as students 
move from the 
macroscopic level of 
observation and  
evidence (primarily 
elementary school) to 
the microscopic 
interactions at the 

scientific ways of thinking 
and working and use those 
methods to solve real- 
life problems.  
2.2 Students identify, 
analyze, and use patterns 
such as cycles and trends 
to understand past and  
present events and predict 
possible future events.  
2.3 Students identify and 
analyze systems and the 
ways their components 
work together or affect  
each other.  
2.4 Students use the 
concept of scale and 
scientific models to explain 
the organization and  
functioning of living and 
nonliving things and predict 
other characteristics that 
might be observed.  
 

• explain the law of 
conservation of energy and 
infer where energy goes in a 
number of real-life energy 
transformations 
• identify the energy 
transformations that occur in 
the ‘production’, transmission 
and use of energy by people in 
everyday life (e.g., electric 
power, automotive fuels, food) 
• illustrate examples of potential 
and kinetic energy in everyday 
life, such as objects at rest, 
geologic fault movement and 
falling water 
• compare a variety of energy 
sources (e.g., biomass, fission, 
fusion, ethanol) and evaluate 
their potential for large-scale 
use, as well as their benefits, 
risks and limitations 
• classify methods of heat 
transfer (convection, 
conduction, radiation) and 
forms of energy (kinetic, 
potential, energy contained 
within a field) 
• model energy transfer via 
waves and identify real-life 
examples 
• analyze multiple sources of 
data to identify global climate 
patterns 
• graphically represent energy 
flow within an ecosystem to 
identify the existing 

that  
• energy can be 
transferred in many 
ways, but it can neither 
be created nor 
destroyed.  
• a steady supply of 
energy is essential for 
our society, but every 
source of energy has 
potential  
problems as well as 
benefits. Not all forms of 
energy are practical to 
use given our current 
state  
of technology.  
• solar energy influences 
global climate in a 
number of direct and 
indirect ways. Patterns 
of global  
climate can be 
determined through 
analysis of climatic data.  
• although many forms of 
energy exist, they can all 
be classified as either 
kinetic energy, potential  
energy, or energy 
contained within a field.  
• the interaction of 
waves with matter 
provides the vehicle for a 
number of important 
types of  
energy transfer.  



8th Grade Science 
Curriculum Draft 
Tichenor Middle School 
5/06 

12

atomic level (middle 
and  
high school levels).  
 

relationships 
• analyze ecosystems to 
identify the factors that 
determine carrying capacities 
 
*explain the cause and effect 
relationships between global 
climate and energy transfer; 
*use evidence to make 
inferences or predictions about 
global climate issues.  Global 
climate is determined by energy 
transfer from the Sun at and 
near Earth’s surface.  (CC 4.6.1 
DOK 3) 
*evaluate alternative solutions 
to energy problems (CC 4.6.2  
DOK 3) 
*understand that all energy can 
be considered to be kinetic 
energy, potential energy, or 
energy contained by a field 
(e.g. electric, magnetic, 
gravitational).  (CC 4.6.3 
Supporting) 
*analyze information/data about 
waves, including sound and 
seismic waves, waves on 
water, and electromagnetic 
waves, can transfer energy 
when they interact with matter.  
(CC 4.6.4  DOK 2) 
*describe the relationships 
between organisms and energy 
flow in ecosystems (food chains 
and energy pyramids);(4.6.5  
DOK 2) 

• changes that occur to 
any one component of 
an ecosystem may 
influence the entire 
system,  
since all of the 
components are 
interrelated. The 
relationships that exist 
can be determined by  
observing the flow of 
energy.  
• many systems contain 
feedback mechanisms 
that serve to keep 
changes within specified 
limits.  
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*explain the effects of change 
to any component of the 
ecosystem.  (4.6.5  DOK 2) 
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Grade 8 Science     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: 
Interdependence 
(Unifying Concepts)  
It is not difficult for 
students to grasp the 
general notion that 
species depend on 
one another and on 
the  
environment for 
survival. But their 
awareness must be 
supported by 
knowledge of the 
kinds of  
relationships that 
exist among 
organisms, the kinds 
of physical conditions 
that organisms must 
cope with,  

2.1 Students understand 
scientific ways of thinking 
and working and use those 
methods to solve real- 
life problems.  
2.2 Students identify, 
analyze, and use patterns 
such as cycles and trends 
to understand past and  
present events and predict 
possible future events.  
2.3 Students identify and 
analyze systems and the 
ways their components 
work together or affect  
each other.  
2.4 Students use the 
concept of scale and 
scientific models to explain 
the organization and  
functioning of living and 

Students will 
• predict the effects of change 
on one or more components 
within an ecosystem by 
analyzing a variety of data 
• analyze ecosystems to 
identify patterns of cooperation 
that enhance stability 
• model the flow of energy and 
transfer of matter within 
ecosystems, communities and 
niches 
• evaluate the risks and 
benefits of human actions 
affecting the environment and 
identify which populations will 
be harmed or helped. Use a 
variety of data/ sources to 
support or defend a position 
related to a proposed action, 
both orally and in writing. 

Students will understand 
that  
• organisms both 
cooperate and compete 
in ecosystems. Balanced 
patterns of cooperation 
and  
competition may 
generate ecosystems 
that are relatively stable 
for hundreds or 
thousands of years.  
• the matter in an 
ecosystem is constantly 
transferred between and 
among organisms and 
the  
physical environment. 
While the form and 
location is continuously 
changing, the total 
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the kinds of 
environments created 
by the interaction of 
organisms with one 
another and their 
physical  
surroundings, and the 
complexity of such 
systems. In middle 
school, students 
should be guided from  
specific examples of 
the interdependency 
of organisms to a 
more systematic view 
of the interactions that  
take place among 
organisms and their 
surroundings. 
Students growing 
understanding of 
systems in  
general will reinforce 
the concept of 
ecosystems. Stability 
and change in 
ecosystems can be 
considered  
in terms of variables 
such as population 
size, number and 
kinds of species, 
productivity, and the 
effect of  
human intervention.  
 

nonliving things and predict 
other characteristics that 
might be observed.  
 

Analyze the validity of other 
arguments 
• identify examples of human 
actions that have had 
unintended environmental 
consequences (e.g., DDT 
weakening egg shells, lead-
based paint, asbestos 
insulation) 
 
*describe how organisms both 
cooperate and compete in 
ecosystems.  Often changes in 
one component of an 
ecosystem will have effects on 
the entire system that that are 
difficult to predict.  The 
interrelationships and 
interdependencies of these 
organisms may generate 
ecosystems that are stable for 
hundreds or thousands of 
years.  (CC  4.7.1  DOK 3) 
*explain the interactions of the 
components of the Earth 
system (e.g. solid Earth, 
oceans, atmosphere, living 
organisms):  (CC 4.7.2  DOK) 
*propose solutions to 
detrimental interactions.  
Interactions among the solid 
Earth, the oceans, the 
atmosphere, and living things 
have resulted in the ongoing 
development of a changing 
Earth system.  (CC  4.7.2  DOK 
3) 

amount of  
matter in the system 
remains constant.  
• it is important to 
consider what population 
will benefit and what 
population (not 
necessarily the  
same one) will bear the 
cost when deciding 
among alternative 
courses of action.  
• sometimes decisions 
have unintended 
consequences no matter 
how thoughtfully they 
were  
made, and may actually 
create new problems 
and needs. 
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Grade 8 Social 
Studies 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Government 
and Civics  
The study of 
government and civics 
equips students to 
understand the nature 
of government and the  
unique characteristics 
of American 
democracy, including 
its fundamental 
principles, structure, 
and the  
role of citizens. 
Understanding the 
historical 
development of 
structures of power, 
authority, and  
governance and their 
evolving functions in 
contemporary U.S. 
society and other 
parts of the world is  
essential for 
developing civic 

2.14 Students understand 
the democratic principles of 
justice, equality, 
responsibility, and freedom  
and apply them to real-life 
situations.  
2.15 Students can 
accurately describe various 
forms of government and 
analyze issues that relate 
to  
the rights and 
responsibilities of citizens 
in a democracy. 

Students will 
• demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., illustrate, 
write, model, projects, present) 
of the nature of government: 

o explain the role of 
government (e.g., 
establishing order, 
providing security, 
achieving common 
goals) in the United 
States prior to 
Reconstruction and 
make connections to 
how government 
influences culture, 
society and the 
economy   

o describe how 
democratic 
governments in the 
United States prior to 
Reconstruction 
functioned to preserve 
and protect the rights 
(e.g., voting), liberty 

Students will understand 
that  
• the American political 
system developed from 
a colonial base of 
representative 
democracy by the  
actions of people who 
envisioned an 
independent country and 
new purposes for the 
government.  
• the United States 
government was formed 
to establish order, 
provide security and 
accomplish  
common goals.  
• the fundamental values 
and principles (e.g., 
liberty, justice, individual 
human dignity, the rule 
of  
law) of American 
democracy as expressed 
in historical documents 
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competence. An 
understanding of civic 
ideals and practices of 
citizenship is  
critical to full 
participation in 
society and is a 
central purpose of the 
social studies. 

and property of their 
citizens by making, 
enacting and enforcing 
rules and laws (e.g., 
constitutions, laws, 
statutes) (cc 1.1.2 
DOK 2) 

o compare purposes and 
sources of power in the 
most common forms of 
government (e.g., 
monarchy, democracy, 
republic) (cc 1.1.1 
DOK 2 ) 

• investigate the Constitution of 
the United States: 

o examine ways the 
Constitution is a flexible 
document that changes 
(through amendments) 
and is interpreted (by 
judicial review) over 
time to meet the needs 
of its citizens (cc 1.1.3  
DOK 2) 

o explain the political 
process established by 
the U.S. Constitution 
and ways the 
Constitution separates 
power among the 
legislative, executive 
and judicial branches to 
prevent the 
concentration of 
political power and to 
establish a system of 

(e.g., the Declaration of  
Independence, the 
Constitution of the 
United States) are 
enduring and remain 
significant today.  
• the Constitution of the 
United States 
establishes a 
government of limited 
powers that are shared  
among different levels 
and branches. The 
Constitution is a flexible 
document that can 
change  
over time to meet the 
needs of its citizens.  
• as members of a 
democratic society, all 
citizens of the United 
States have certain 
rights and  
responsibilities, including 
civic participation.  
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checks and balances 
(cc 1.2.1 DOK 3 ) 

o analyze why the 
powers of the state and 
federal governments 
are sometimes shared 
and sometimes 
separated (federalism) 
(cc 1.2.2 DOK 3 ) 

• make inferences about and 
among significant historical 
events and historical 
documents (e.g., the 
Declaration of Independence, 
the Constitution of the United 
States) to illustrate connections 
to democratic principles and 
guaranteed rights for all citizens 
(cc 1.3.1 DOK 2 ) 
• explain pros and cons of how 
citizen responsibilities (e.g., 
participate in community 
activities, vote in elections) and 
duties (e.g., obey the law, pay 
taxes, serve on a jury, register 
for the military) impact the U.S. 
government’s ability to function 
as a democracy (cc 1.3.2 DOK 
2 ) 
• analyze information from a 
variety of print and non-print 
sources (e.g., books, 
documents, articles, interviews, 
Internet) to research answers to 
questions and explore issues 
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Grade 8 Social 
Studies 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS  

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Cultures and 
Societies  
Culture is the way of 
life shared by a group 
of people, including 
their ideas and 
traditions. Cultures 
reflect  
the values and beliefs 
of groups in different 
ways (e.g., art, music, 
literature, religion); 
however, there are  
universals (e.g., food, 
clothing, shelter, 
communication) 
connecting all 
cultures. Culture 
influences  
viewpoints, rules and 
institutions in a global 
society. Students 
should understand 
that people form 

2.16 Students observe, 
analyze, and interpret 
human behaviors, social 
groupings, and institutions 
to  
better understand people 
and the relationships 
among individuals and 
among groups.  
2.17 Students interact 
effectively and work 
cooperatively with the 
many diverse ethnic and 
cultural  
groups of our nation and 
world.  
 

 Students will 
• demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., speak, 
draw, write, sing, create) of the 
nature of culture by exploring 
cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, 
customs/traditions, languages, 
skills, literature, the arts) of 
diverse groups in the United 
States prior to Reconstruction 
and explain how culture served 
to define specific groups and 
resulted in unique perspectives 
(cc 2.1.1 DOK 2 ) 
• investigate social institutions 
(e.g., family, religion, education, 
government, economy) in 
relation to how they responded 
to human needs, structured 
society and influenced behavior 
in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction (cc 2.2.1 /  
supporting ) 
• explain how communications 

Students will understand 
that  
• culture is a system of 
beliefs, knowledge, 
institutions, 
customs/traditions, 
languages and skills  
shared by a group of 
people. Through a 
society’s culture, 
individuals learn the 
relationships,  
structures, patterns and 
processes to be 
members of the society.  
• cultures develop social 
institutions (e.g., 
government, economy, 
education, religion, 
family) to  
structure society, 
influence behavior, and 
respond to human 
needs.  
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cultural  
groups throughout the 
United States and the 
World, and that issues 
and challenges unite 
and divide them.  
 

between groups were 
influenced by cultural 
differences; explain how 
interactions influenced conflict 
and competition (e.g., political, 
economic, religious, ethnic) 
among individuals and groups 
in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction (cc 2.3.1 DOK 
2 ) 
• describe conflicts between 
individuals or groups and 
explain how compromise and 
cooperation were possible 
choices to resolve conflict 
among individuals and groups 
in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction (cc 2.3.2 DOK 
2 ) 
• compare examples of cultural 
elements of today to those in 
the United States prior to 
Reconstruction, using 
information from a variety of 
print and non-print sources 
(e.g., media, literature, 
interviews, observations, 
documentaries, artifacts) 

• interactions among 
individuals and groups 
assume various forms 
(e.g., compromise, 
cooperation,  
conflict, competition) and 
are influenced by 
culture.  
• multiple factors 
contributed to the 
cultural diversity of the 
United States prior to 
Reconstruction;  
an understanding and 
appreciation of the 
diverse complexity of 
cultures is essential in 
our  
society.  
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Grade 8 Social 
Studies 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS  

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Economics  
Economics includes 
the study of 
production, 
distribution and 
consumption of goods 
and services.  
Students need to 
understand how their 
economic decisions 
affect them, others, 
the nation and the 
world.  
The purpose of 
economic education is 
to enable individuals 
to function effectively 
both in their own  
personal lives and as 
citizens and 
participants in an 
increasingly 
connected world 
economy. Students  
need to understand 
the benefits and costs 

2.18 Students understand 
economic principles and 
are able to make economic 
decisions that have  
consequences in daily 
living. 

Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of 
the nature of limited resources 
and scarcity in the United States 
prior to Reconstruction, using 
information from a variety of print 
and non-print sources (e.g., news 
media, news magazines, 
textbook, Internet): 

o explain how 
scarcity required 
individuals, 
groups and 
governments to 
make decisions 
about use of 
productive 
resources (e.g., 
natural resources, 
human resources 
and capital 
goods) (cc 3.1.1 
DOK 2 ) 

o describe how 
goods and 
services were 

Students will 
understand that  
• the basic economic 
problem confronting 
individuals, societies 
and government in 
the  
development of the 
United States prior to 
Reconstruction was 
scarcity; as a result of 
scarcity,  
economic choices and 
decisions were made.  
• the development of 
the American 
economic system, 
institutions and 
markets prior to  
Reconstruction 
helped individuals, 
groups and 
governments achieve 
their goals and 
impacted life  
in the United States.  
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of economic 
interaction and 
interdependence 
among people,  
societies, and 
governments.  
 

exchanged and 
how supply and 
demand and 
competition 
determined prices  
(cc 3.3.1 DOK 2 ) 

o analyze cause-
effect 
relationships 
among financial 
decisions by 
individuals and 
groups and 
historical events 
(cc 3.1.2 / 
supporting ) 

• investigate the production and 
distribution of goods and services 
in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction: 

o examine ways in 
which basic 
economic 
questions about 
the production, 
distribution and 
consumption of 
goods and 
services were 
addressed (cc 
3.4.1 DOK 2 ) 

o explain how 
resources were 
used to produce 
goods and 
services and how 
profit motivated 

• the United States 
government and its 
policies played a 
major role in 
determining how the 
U.S.  
economy functioned 
prior to 
Reconstruction.  
• individuals, 
businesses and the 
government of the 
U.S. prior to 
Reconstruction made 
economic  
decisions about the 
use of resources in 
the production, 
distribution and 
consumption of goods  
and services.  
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individuals and 
groups to take 
risks in producing 
goods and 
services (cc 3.2.1 
/ supporting ) 

o analyze how new 
knowledge, 
technology/tools 
and specialization 
influenced 
productivity of 
goods and 
services (cc 3.4.2 
DOK 2 ) 

• analyze interdependence of 
economic activities among 
individuals and groups in the 
United States prior to 
Reconstruction  (cc 3.4.3 DOK 2 ) 
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Grade 8 Social 
Studies 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS  

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Geography  
Geography includes 
the study of the five 
fundamental themes 
of location, place, 
regions, movement 
and  
human/environmental 
interaction. Students 
need geographic 
knowledge to analyze 
issues and problems  
to better understand 
how humans have 
interacted with their 
environment over 
time, how geography 
has  
impacted settlement 
and population, and 
how geographic 
factors influence 
climate, culture, the 
economy  
and world events. A 
geographic 

2.19 Students 
recognize and 
understand the 
relationship between 
people and geography 
and apply  
their knowledge in real-
life situations.  
 

Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of 
patterns on Earth’s surface using a 
variety of geographic tools (e.g., 
maps, globes, charts, graphs, 
photographs, models): (cc 4.1.1 
DOK 3 ) 

o locate, in absolute 
or relative terms, 
landforms and 
bodies of water 

o locate, interpret 
patterns on Earth’s 
surface, and 
explain how 
different physical 
factors (e.g., 
rivers, mountains, 
seacoasts) 
impacted where 
human activities 
were located in the 
United States prior 
to Reconstruction 
(cc 4.1.2 / 
supporting ) 

Students will understand 
that  
• use of geographic tools 
(e.g., maps, globes, 
photographs, models, 
charts, graphs, 
databases)  
and mental maps helps 
to interpret information, 
analyze patterns and 
spatial data, and  
understand geographic 
issues encountered in 
the United States prior to 
Reconstruction.  
• patterns emerge as 
humans move, settle, 
and interact on Earth’s 
surface and can be 
identified by  
examining the location of 
physical and human 
characteristics, how they 
are arranged, and why  
they are in particular 
locations. Economic, 

 



8th Grade Social Studies 
Curriculum Draft 
Tichenor Middle School 
5/06 

10

perspective also 
enables students to 
better understand the 
past and  
present and to prepare 
for the future. 

• investigate regions of the Earth’s 
surface in the United States prior to 
Reconstruction using information 
from print and non-print sources 
(e.g., books, films, magazines, 
Internet, geographic tools): 

o explain 
relationships 
between and 
among physical 
characteristics of 
regions and how 
they were made 
distinctive by 
human 
characteristics 
(e.g., dams, roads, 
urban centers) and 
describe 
advantages and 
disadvantages for 
human activities 
(e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, 
settlement) (cc 
4.2.1 DOK 2) 

o describe patterns 
of human 
settlement; explain 
relationships 
between these 
patterns and 
human needs (cc 
4.3.1 DOK 2) 

o analyze how 
factors (e.g., war, 
famine, disease, 

political, cultural and 
social processes interact 
to shape  
patterns of human 
populations, 
interdependence, 
cooperation and conflict 
in the United States  
prior to Reconstruction.  
• regions help us to see 
Earth as an integrated 
system of places and 
features organized by 
such  
principles as landform 
types, political units, 
economic patterns and 
cultural groups.  
• people depended on, 
adapted to, or modified 
the environment to meet 
basic needs. Human  
actions modified the 
physical environment 
and in turn, the physical 
environment limited or  
promoted human 
activities in the United 
States prior to 
Reconstruction. 
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economic 
opportunity, and 
technology) 
affected human 
migration (cc 4.3.2 
DOK 3) 

o evaluate how 
availability of 
technology, 
resources and 
knowledge caused 
places and regions 
to evolve and 
change (cc 4.2.2 
DOK 2) 

o analyze current 
events to compare 
geographic 
perspectives of 
today with those 
prior to 
Reconstruction 

• investigate interactions among 
human activities and the physical 
environment in the United States 
prior to Reconstruction: 

o explain how 
people used 
technology to 
modify the physical 
environment to 
meet their needs 
(cc 4.4.1 / 
supporting) 

o describe how the 
physical 
environment and 
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different 
viewpoints 
promoted or 
restricted human 
activities (e.g., 
exploration, 
migration, trade, 
settlement, 
development) and 
land use (cc 4.4.2 
supporting) 

analyze cause-effect relationships 
between and among natural 
resources and political, social and 
economic development (cc 4.4.3. / 
supporting) 
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Grade 8 Social 
Studies 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS  

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Historical 
Perspective  
History is an account 
of events, people, 
ideas, and their 
interaction over time 
that can be interpreted  

2.20 Students 
understand, analyze, 
and interpret historical 
events, conditions, 
trends, and issues to  
develop historical 
perspective.  

Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of 
the interpretative nature of history 
using a variety of tools and 
resources (e.g., primary and 
secondary sources, Internet, 
timelines, maps): 

Students will understand 
that  
• history is an account of 
human activities that is 
interpretive in nature, 
and a variety of tools 
(e.g.,  
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through multiple 
perspectives. In order 
for students to 
understand the 
present and plan for 
the future, they  
must understand the 
past. Studying history 
engages students in 
the lives, aspirations, 
struggles,  
accomplishments and 
failures of real people. 
Students need to think 
in an historical 
context in order to  
understand significant 
ideas, beliefs, themes, 
patterns and events, 
and how individuals 
and societies  
have changed over 
time in Kentucky, the 
United States and the 
World.  
 

 o investigate, 
describe and 
analyze significant 
historical events 
and conditions in 
the U.S prior to 
Reconstruction, 
drawing inferences 
about perspectives 
of different 
individuals and 
groups (e.g., 
gender, race, 
region, ethnic 
group, age, 
economic status, 
religion, political 
group) (cc 5.1.1 
DOK 3) 

o examine multiple 
cause-effect 
relationships that 
have shaped 
history (e.g., 
showing how a 
series of events 
are connected) (cc 
5.1.2 DOK 3) 

• investigate, using primary and 
secondary sources (e.g., 
biographies, films, magazines, 
Internet resources, textbooks, 
artifacts) to answer questions 
about, locate examples of, or 
interpret factual and fictional 
accounts of major historical events 
and people: 

primary and secondary 
sources, data, artifacts) 
are needed to analyze 
and understand 
historical  
events.  
• U.S. History can be 
analyzed by examining 
significant eras 
(Exploration as it relates 
to the  
settlement of America, 
The Great Convergence, 
Colonization and 
Settlement, Revolution 
and the  
New Nation, Expansion 
and Reform, Civil War) 
to develop chronological 
understanding and  
recognize cause-and-
effect relationships and 
multiple causation.  
• U.S. History (prior to 
Reconstruction) has 
been impacted by 
significant individuals 
and groups.  
• geography, culture and 
economics have a 
significant impact on 
historical perspectives 
and  
events.  
• advances in science 
and technology have a 
significant impact on 
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o analyze how 
exploration and the 
settlement of 
America caused 
diverse cultures to 
interact in various 
forms (e.g., 
compromise, 
cooperation, 
conflict, 
competition); 
explain how 
governments 
expanded their 
territories and the 
impact this had on 
the United States 
prior to 
Reconstruction 

o describe events 
and conditions that 
led to the "Great 
Convergence" of 
European, African 
and Native 
American people 
beginning in the 
late 15th century; 
analyze how 
America's diverse 
society developed 
as a result of these 
events (cc 5.2.1 
DOK 3) 

o explain how the 
ideals of equality 
and personal 

historical events. 
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liberty (e.g., rise of 
individual rights, 
economic freedom, 
religious diversity) 
that developed 
during the colonial 
period were 
motivations for the 
American 
Revolution and 
proved 
instrumental in 
forging a new 
nation (cc 5.2.2 
DOK 3) 

o describe how the 
growth of 
democracy and 
geographic 
expansion 
occurred and were 
significant to the 
development of the 
United States prior 
to Reconstruction 
(cc 5.2.3 DOK 3) 

o compare the 
political, social, 
economic and 
cultural differences 
(e.g., slavery, 
tariffs, 
industrialism vs. 
agrarianism, 
federal vs. states' 
rights) between 
and among 
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regions of the U.S. 
and explain how 
these differences 
contributed to the 
American Civil War 
(cc 5.2.4 DOK 3) 

evaluate how advances in science 
and technology contributed to the 
changing American society in the 
United States prior to 
Reconstruction 
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Grade 8     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Structure in 
the Arts  
Understanding of the 
various structural 
components of the 
arts is critical to the 
development of other  
larger concepts in the 
arts. Structures that 
artists use include 
elements and 
principles of each art 
form,  
tools, media and 
subject matter that 
impact artistic 
products and specific 
styles and genre that 
provide a  
context for creating 
works. It is the artist's 
choice of these 
structural components 
in the creative process  
that results in a 
distinctively 
expressive work. 

1.12 Students 
speak using 
appropriate 
forms, 
conventions, and 
styles to 
communicate 
ideas and  
information to 
different 
audiences for 
different 
purposes.  
1.13 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with the 
visual arts.  
1.14 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with music.  
1.15 Students 
make sense of 
and communicate 

Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• use appropriate terminology to identify 
and analyze the use of elements in a 
variety of music 
  (rhythm, tempo, melody, harmony, 
form, timbre, dynamics) 
• use the elements of music while 
performing, singing, playing instruments, 
moving, listening, 
  reading music, writing music and 
creating music independently and with 
others 
• listen to and explore how changing 
different elements results in different 
musical effects 
• recognize, describe and compare 
various styles of music (gospel, 
Broadway musicals, blues, 
  popular, marches, ballads) 
• identify and describe instruments 
according to classifications (family, 
voices, folk and orchestral 
 instruments) 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• use appropriate terminology to identify 

Students will understand 
that  
• the elements of music, 
dance and drama are 
intentionally applied in 
creating and performing.  
• the elements and 
principles of design of 
visual art are 
intentionally applied in 
creating works of art.  
• responding to or 
critiquing works of art 
involves an 
understanding of 
elements, principles, and  
structures appropriate to 
each area of the arts.  
• existing and emerging 
technologies can inspire 
new applications of 
structural components.  
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Students make 
choices about how to 
use structural  
organizers to create 
meaningful works of 
their own. The more 
students understand, 
the greater their  
ability to produce, 
interpret or critique 
artworks from other 
artists, cultures and 
historical periods.  
 

ideas with 
movement.  
2.23 Students 
analyze their own 
and others' 
artistic products 
and 
performances 
using accepted 
standards.  
 

and analyze the use of elements in a 
variety of dance 
  (space, time, force) (cc – focus, size) 
• observe, describe and demonstrate 
choreographic forms in dance 
• apply elements of dance and principles 
of movement (e.g., balance, initiation of 
movement, 
  weight shift) when observing, creating 
and performing patterns of movement 
independently and 
  with others 
• identify and describe themes and styles 
(including characteristics of styles) of 
dance 
 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – 
Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• use appropriate terminology to identify 
and analyze the use of elements of 
drama (literary, 
 technical, performance) in a variety of 
dramatic works 
• use the elements of drama in creating 
and performing dramatic works 
independently and with 
  others 
• observe, describe and apply creative 
dramatics (improvisation, mimicry, 
pantomime, role playing 
  and story telling) in a variety of 
situations 
• identify and describe how technical 
elements (staging, scenery, props, 
costumes, make-up, 
  lighting, sound) and performance 
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elements (acting, speaking, nonverbal 
expression) create mood 
  and believable characters 
• describe and compare types of stages 
(arena, thrust, proscenium) 
• explore a variety of dramatic works 
(e.g., theater and dramatic media – film, 
television, electronic 
  media) 
 
 
 
 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – Visual 
Arts 
Students will 
• use appropriate terminology to describe 
and analyze the use of elements of art 
(line, shape, form, 
  texture, color) and principles of design 
(emphasis, pattern, balance, contrast) in 
a variety of visual 
  artworks 
• use the elements of art, principles of 
design and a variety of processes in 
creating artworks 
• apply organizational structures and 
describe what makes them effective or 
not effective in 
  communicating ideas 
• identify and analyze the use of 
elements of art (e.g., line, shape, color 
properties, color 
  schemes/groups, form, texture, space, 
value) and principles of design (e.g., 
repetition, emphasis, 
  pattern, balance, contrast, rhythm, 



8th Grade Arts & Humanities 
Curriculum Draft 
Tichenor Middle School  
5/06 

4 

proportion, movement) in a variety of two 
and three 
  dimensional artworks 
• identify a variety of subject matter in 
visual artworks (representational – e.g., 
landscape, portrait, 
  still life, nonrepresentational – e.g., 
abstract, non-objective) 

 
 
 
Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
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 Arts & Humanities Curriculum 
Draft 
8th Grade 

  

     
Grade 8     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Humanity in 
the Arts  
The arts reflect the 
beliefs, feelings and 
ideals of those who 
create them. 
Experiencing the arts 
allows  
one to experience 
time, place and/or 
personality. By 
experiencing the arts 
of various cultures, 
students  
can actually gain 

2.24 Students 
have knowledge 
of major works of 
art, music, and 
literature and 
appreciate 
creativity  
and the 
contributions of 
the arts and 
humanities.  
2.25 In the 
products they 
make and the 
performances 

Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• describe and analyze distinguishing 
characteristics of music representing a 
variety of world 
  cultures and time periods (Early 
American through Civil War) 
• listen to, perform and classify music 
representing a variety of world cultures 
and historical periods 
• examine music from various world 
cultures and explain how music reflects 
the culture, cultural 
  beliefs or blending of cultures; use 
examples to illustrate how music has 

Students will understand 
that  
• the arts are powerful 
tools for understanding 
human experiences both 
past and present.  
• the arts help us 
understand others’ (often 
very different) ways of 
thinking, working, and  
expressing ourselves.  
• the arts play a major 
role in the creation and 
defining of cultures and 
building 
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insight into the beliefs, 
feelings and ideas of 
those cultures. 
Students also have the  
opportunity to 
experience how the 
arts can influence 
society through 
analysis of arts in their 
own lives and  
the arts of other 
cultures and historical 
periods. Studying the 
historical and cultural 
stylistic periods in the  
arts offers students an 
opportunity to 
understand the world 
past and present and 
to learn to appreciate  
their own cultural 
heritage. Looking at 
the interrelationships 
of multiple arts 
disciplines across 
cultures and  
historical periods is 
the focus of 
humanities in the arts.  
 

they present, 
students show 
that they  
understand how 
time, place, and 
society influence 
the arts and 
humanities such 
as languages,  
literature, and 
history.  
2.26 Through the 
arts and 
humanities, 
students 
recognize that 
although people 
are different, they  
share some 
common 
experiences and 
attitudes. 

directly influenced 
  society or culture 
• examine music from various time 
periods and explain how the influence of 
time and place are 
  reflected in the music (e.g., (African 
influence in American music) 
 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• describe and analyze distinguishing 
characteristics of dance representing a 
variety of world 
  cultures and time periods (Early 
American through Civil War) 
• observe, classify and perform dance 
representing a variety of world cultures 
and historical 
  periods 
• examine dance from various world 
cultures and explain how dance reflects 
the culture, cultural 
  beliefs or blending of cultures; use 
examples to illustrate how dance has 
directly influenced 
  society or culture 
• examine dance from various time 
periods and explain how the influence of 
time and place are 
  reflected in the dance 
 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – 
Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• describe and analyze distinguishing 
characteristics of dramatic work 
representing a variety of 
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  world cultures and time periods (Early 
American through Civil War) 
• observe, classify and perform dramatic 
works representing a variety of world 
cultures and 
  historical periods 
• examine dramatic works from various 
world cultures and explain how dramatic 
works reflect the 
  culture, cultural beliefs or blending of 
cultures; use examples to illustrate how 
dramatic works 
  have directly influenced society or 
culture 
• examine dramatic works from various 
time periods and explain how the 
influence of time and 
  place are reflected in them 
• use print and non-print sources to 
explore, describe and compare themes, 
characters, and 
  situations in dramas and characteristics 
of theater from different cultures or time 
periods 
 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – Visual 
Arts 
Students will 
• describe and analyze distinguishing 
characteristics of visual art representing 
a variety of world 
  cultures and time periods (Early 
American through Civil War) 
• observe, classify and create visual art 
according to styles and processes used 
in a variety of 
  world cultures and historical periods 
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• examine visual artworks from various 
world cultures and explain how artworks 
reflect the culture, 
  cultural beliefs or blending of cultures; 
use examples to illustrate how artworks 
have directly 
  influenced society or culture 
• examine visual artworks from various 
time periods and explain the influence of 
time and place 
  that are reflected in them (e.g., 
European Neo-classical influences on 
architecture) 
• use print and non-print sources to 
explore, describe and compare themes, 
characters, and 
  situations in artworks from different 
cultures or time periods 
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 Arts & Humanities Curriculum 
Draft 
8th Grade 

  

     
Grade 8      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Purposes for 
Creating the Arts  
The arts have played a 
major role throughout 
the history of humans. 
As the result of the 
power of the arts  

1.12 Students 
speak using 
appropriate 
forms, 
conventions, and 
styles to 
communicate 

Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – Music 
Students will 
• compare and explain purposes for 
which music is created to fulfill 
(ceremonial, recreational, 
  artistic expression) 
• create new, listen to, choose and 

Students will understand 
that  
• the arts fulfill a variety 
of purposes in society 
(e.g., to present issues 
and ideas, to entertain, 
to  
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to communicate on a 
basic human level, 
they continue to serve 
a variety of purposes 
in society. The arts  
are used for artistic 
expression to portray 
specific emotions or 
feelings, to tell stories 
in a narrative  
manner, to imitate 
nature and to 
persuade others. The 
arts bring meaning to 
ceremonies, rituals,  
celebrations and 
commemorations. 
Additionally, they are 
used for recreation 
and to support 
recreational  
activities. Students 
experience the arts in 
a variety of roles 
through their own 
creations and 
performances  
and through those of 
others. Through their 
activities and 
observations, 
students learn to 
create arts and  
use them for a variety 
of purposes in society. 

ideas and  
information to 
different 
audiences for 
different 
purposes.  
1.13 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with the 
visual arts.  
1.14 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with music.  
1.15 Students 
make sense of 
and communicate 
ideas with 
movement.  
2.22 Students 
create works of 
art and make 
presentations to 
convey a point of 
view.  
2.26 Through the 
arts and 
humanities, 
students 
recognize that 
although people 
are different, they  
share some 
common 

perform music to fulfill a variety of 
specific purposes 
 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• compare and explain purposes for 
which dance is created (ceremonial, 
recreational, artistic 
  expression) 
• create new, observe, choose and 
perform dance to fulfill a variety of 
specific purposes 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – 
Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• compare and explain purposes for 
which drama/theatre is created (sharing 
the human 
  experience, passing on tradition and 
culture, recreational, artistic expression) 
• create or write new, observe, choose 
and perform dramatic works to fulfill a 
variety of specific 
  purposes 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – Visual 
Arts 
Students will 
• compare and explain purposes for 
which visual art is created (ceremonial, 
artistic expression, 
  narrative, functional, persuasive) 
• create new, choose and experience 
artworks created to fulfill a variety of 
specific purposes 

teach or persuade, to 
design, plan and 
beautify).  
• the arts have value and 
significance for daily life. 
They provide personal 
fulfillment, whether in  
career settings, 
avocational pursuits, or 
leisure.  
• the arts provide forms 
of nonverbal 
communication that can 
strengthen the 
presentation of ideas  
and emotions. 
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experiences and 
attitudes.  
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 Arts & Humanities Curriculum 
Draft 
8th Grade 

  

     
Grade 8     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Processes in 
the Arts  
There are three 
distinctive processes 
involved in the arts. 
These processes are 
creating new works,  
performing works for 
expressive purposes 
and responding to 
artworks. Each 
process is critical and 
relies  
on others for 
completion. Artists 
create works to 
express ideas, 
feelings or beliefs. The 
visual arts capture  
a moment in time 

1.12 Students 
speak using 
appropriate 
forms, 
conventions, and 
styles to 
communicate 
ideas and  
information to 
different 
audiences for 
different 
purposes.  
1.13 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with the 
visual arts.  
1.14 Students 

Students will 
• be actively involved in creating, 
notating, improvising and performing 
music (e.g., similar style 
  answers to musical phrases, variations 
on given melodies, demonstrating 
unity/variety, 
  tension/release, and balance) alone 
and with others 
• use knowledge of musical elements 
and a variety of sound sources to create 
and perform music 
  in an expressive manner 
• sing or play alone and with others 
examples of music with increasingly 
complex melodies and 
  rhythmic patterns in treble and bass clef 
(with practice) 
• use knowledge of the elements of 
music and music terminology to describe 

Students will understand 
that  
• there are three distinct 
processes for 
involvement in the arts; 
creating new artworks, 
performing  
works previously created 
and responding to 
artworks and 
performances.  
• full understanding and 
appreciation of the arts 
requires some degree of 
involvement in all three  
processes.  
• openness, respect for 
work and an 
understanding of how 
artists apply elements 
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while the performing 
arts (music, dance, 
drama/theatre) are 
performed for a live  
audience. The 
audience responds to 
the artistic 
expressions 
emotionally and 
intellectually based on 
the  
meaning of the work. 
Each process 
enhances 
understanding, 
abilities and 
appreciation of others.  
Students involved in 
these processes over 
time will gain a great 
appreciation for the 
arts, for artists past  
and present, and for 
the value of artistic 
expression.  
 

make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with music.  
1.15 Students 
make sense of 
and communicate 
ideas with 
movement.  
2.22 Students 
create works of 
art and make 
presentations to 
convey a point of 
view.  
2.25 In the 
products they 
make and the 
performances 
they present, 
students show 
that they  
understand how 
time, place, and 
society influence 
the arts and 
humanities such 
as languages,  
literature, and 
history.  
 

and critique their own 
  performances and the performances of 
others 
• identify and apply criteria for evaluating 
music (e.g., skill of performers, 
originality, emotional 
  impact, variety, interest) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for 
observing the particular context and style 
of music being 
  performed; discuss opinions with peers 
in a supportive and constructive way 
 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – Dance 
Students will 
• be actively involved (individually and in 
small groups) in creating and performing 
dance (using the 
  elements of dance: space, time and 
force) in a variety of compositional forms 
(AB, ABA, call and 
  response, or narrative) 
• create an improvisational dance with 
complex movements (beginning, middle 
and end) 
• use knowledge of dance elements to 
create and perform dance in an 
expressive manner 
• use knowledge of the elements of 
dance and dance terminology to describe 
and critique their 
  own performances and the 
performances of others 
• identify and apply criteria for evaluating 
dance (e.g., skill of performers, 
originality, emotional 
  impact, variety, interest) 

and principles of  
design in creating and 
performing are personal 
attitudes and skills that 
enhance enjoyment of 
the  
observer.  
• existing and emerging 
technologies can extend 
the reach of the art form 
to new audiences.  
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• demonstrate behavior appropriate for 
observing the particular context and style 
of dance being 
  performed; discuss opinions with peers 
in a supportive and constructive way 
 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – 
Drama/Theatre 
Students will 
• be actively involved in creating, 
improvising and performing dramatic 
works alone and with 
  others, using elements of drama 
(Literary, Technical, Performance) 
• use knowledge of elements of drama 
to: 
  o create and perform dramatic works in 
an expressive manner 
  o describe and critique their own 
performances and the performances of 
others 
• use a variety of resources (e.g., 
research, peers, technology) to: 
  o write, refine, and record dialogue, 
monologues, and action 
  o explore jobs/careers (e.g., playwright, 
director, actor) and skills associated with 
dramatic arts 
  (theater, dramatic media) 
• identify and apply criteria for evaluating 
dramatic works (e.g., skill of performers, 
originality, 
  emotional impact, variety, interest, 
technical requirements: lighting, sound, 
scenery, costumes, 
  make-up) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for 
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observing the particular context and style 
of dramatic works 
  being performed; discuss opinions with 
peers in a supportive and constructive 
way 
 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – Visual 
Arts 
Students will 
• be actively involved in selecting media, 
techniques, subject matter and 
processes for creating 
  artworks for specific purposes, applying 
the elements of art and principles of 
design 
• use knowledge of the elements and 
principles of art and art terminology to: 
  o create expressive artworks 
  o describe and critique their own work 
creations and the creations of others 
• identify and apply criteria for evaluating 
visual (e.g., skill of artist, originality, 
emotional impact, 
  variety, interest) 
• demonstrate behavior appropriate for 
observing the particular context and style 
of the artwork 
  being viewed; discuss opinions with 
peers in a supportive and constructive 
way 
• describe personal responses to 
artwork; explain why there might be 
different responses to 
  specific works of art (e.g., personal 
experience, interest, medium used, 
effectiveness of message) 
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 Arts & Humanities Curriculum 
Draft 
8th Grade 

  

     
Grade 8     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: 
Interrelationships 
Among the Arts  
The arts share 
commonalities in 
structures, purposes, 
creative processes, 
and their ability to 
express  
ideals, feelings and 
emotions. Studying 
interrelationships 
among the arts 
enables students to 
get a broad  
view of the 
expressiveness of the 
art forms as a whole, 
and helps to develop a 
full appreciation of the 
arts  
as a mirror of human 
kind.  
 

1.12 Students 
speak using 
appropriate 
forms, 
conventions, and 
styles to 
communicate 
ideas and  
information to 
different 
audiences for 
different 
purposes.  
1.13 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with the 
visual arts.  
1.14 Students 
make sense of 
ideas and 
communicate 
ideas with music.  
1.15 Students 

Students will 
• recognize and discuss common terms 
and concepts used in various arts (e.g., 
tempo in dance 
and music) 
• identify communication of common 
themes or ideas across different art 
forms 
• identify and explain connections 
between and among different art forms 
from the same culture or 
from the same time period 
• describe commonalities between the 
arts and other subjects taught in the 
school (e.g., 
observation skills in visual arts and 
science, historical and cultural 
perspectives in the arts and 
social studies, shape in visual art and 
mathematics, dance and a healthy 
lifestyle, fractions in 
music notation and mathematics, 
composing music and writing) 

Students will understand 
that  
• the arts are basic forms 
of human 
communication.  
• music, dance, drama 
and visual art created in 
common cultures and/or 
common historical 
periods  
tend to reflect common 
attitudes, ideas, beliefs 
and feelings.  
• the arts provide forms 
of non-verbal 
communication that can 
strengthen the 
presentation of ideas  
and emotions.  
• the modes of thinking 
and methods of the arts 
disciplines can be used 
to illuminate situations in  
other disciplines that 
require creative 
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make sense of 
and communicate 
ideas with 
movement.  
2.22 Students 
create works of 
art and make 
presentations to 
convey a point of 
view.  
2.25 In the 
products they 
make and the 
performances 
they present, 
students show 

solutions.  
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(Health) Draft 
8th Grade 

  

     
Grade 8     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Personal 
Wellness (Health 
Education)  
Wellness is maximum 
well-being or total 
health. Personal 
wellness is a 
combination of 
physical, mental,  
emotional, spiritual 
and social well-being. 
It involves making 
behavioral choices 
and decisions each 
day  
that promote an 
individual’s physical 
well-being, the 
prevention of illnesses 
and diseases, and the 
ability  
to remain, physically, 
mentally, spiritually, 
socially and 
emotionally healthy.  
 

2.29 Students 
demonstrate 
skills that 
promote 
individual well-
being and healthy 
family 
relationships.  
2.31 Students 
demonstrate the 
knowledge and 
skills they need 
to remain 
physically healthy 
and to  
accept 
responsibility for 
their own 
physical well-
being.  
2.32 Students 
demonstrate 
strategies for 
becoming and 
remaining 
mentally and 
emotionally 

Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – 
Personal and Physical Health 
Students will 
• evaluate communication methods used 
in advocating for personal, family and 
community health 
• understand the importance of assuming 
responsibility for personal health 
behaviors: 

o predict how decisions regarding 
health behaviors have 
consequences for self and 
others 

o explain the benefits (preventing 
pregnancy, preventing 
HIV/STDs, maintaining self-
esteem) and strategies (e.g., 
using refusal skills, talking with 
parents, doctors, counselors) of 
abstaining from sexual activity 

• evaluate how an individual’s behaviors 
and choices of diet, exercise and rest 
affect the body 
 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – Growth 
and Development 
Students will 

Students will understand 
that  
• individuals have a 
responsibility to advocate 
for personal, family and 
community health.  
• physical, social, 
emotional and mental 
changes occur during 
adolescence and 
throughout life.  
• interactions with others 
are an integral part of the 
human life experience 
and contribute to healthy  
relationships.  
• the environment, 
lifestyle, family history, 
peers and other factors 
impact physical, social, 
mental  
and emotional health.  
• culture, values (e.g., 
individual, family and 
community) media and 
use of technology (e.g.,  
television, computers, 
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healthy.  
3.2 Students 
demonstrate the 
ability to maintain 
a healthy 
lifestyle.  
4.1 Students 
effectively use 
interpersonal 
skills.  
4.4 Students 
demonstrate the 
ability to accept 
the rights and 
responsibilities 
for self and 
others.  
5.1 Students use 
critical thinking 
skills such as 
analyzing, 
prioritizing, 
categorizing, 
evaluating and  
comparing to 
solve a variety of 
problems in real-
life situations.  
5.4 Students use 
a decision-
making process 
to make informed 
decisions among 
options 

• apply strategies and skills needed to 
obtain personal health goals during 
adolescence and describe the physical, 
social and emotional changes (e.g., 
growth spurts, peer influence, self-
confidence, mood swings) that occur 
during adolescence 
• explain basic structures and functions 
of the reproductive system as it relates to 
the human life cycle 
 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – Social, 
Mental and Emotional Health 
Students will 
• demonstrate social interaction skills by: 

o using appropriate means to 
express needs, wants and 
feelings 

o using and explaining the 
importance of effective social 
interaction skills (e.g., respect, 
self-advocacy, cooperation, 
communication, identifying and 
being open to different 
perspectives and points of view, 
empathy, friendship) 

o recommending and justifying 
effective strategies (e.g., 
problem solving, decision 
making, refusal skills, anger 
management, conflict resolution) 
for responding to stress, conflict, 
peer pressure and bullying 

o interpreting how individuals 
impact the effective functioning 
of groups 

• demonstrate the ability to apply a 

MP3 Players, 
electronic/arcade games) 
can influence personal 
behavioral  
choices.  
• behavioral choices 
affect physical, mental, 
emotional and social 
well-being and can have 
positive  
or negative 
consequences on one’s 
health.  
• positive health habits 
can help prevent injuries 
and spreading of 
diseases to self and 
others.  
• self-management and 
coping strategies can 
enhance mental and 
emotional health.  
• a variety of resources 
are available to inform, 
treat and counsel 
individuals with physical, 
mental,  
social and emotional 
health needs.  
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decision-making process to health issues 
and problems individually and 
collaboratively 
• identify common social and emotional 
problems (aggression, anxiety, 
depression, grief) and describe self-
management and coping strategies (goal 
setting, refusal skills, decision making 
and time management) for addressing 
these problems 
 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – Family 
and Community Health 
Students will 
• analyze how personal health, health 
behaviors and use of health services can 
be influenced by: 

o family traditions/values 
o technology and media messages 
o cultural beliefs 
o physical, social and emotional 

environments 
o information from peers 

 
 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – 
Communicable, Non-Communicable 
and Chronic Diseases Prevention 
Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of 
diseases by: 

o describing symptoms, causes, 
patterns of transmission, 
prevention and treatments of 
communicable diseases (colds, 
flu, mononucleosis, hepatitis, 
HIV/STD, tuberculosis) 
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o describing symptoms, causes, 
patterns of transmission, 
prevention and treatments of 
non-communicable diseases 
(cancer, cardiovascular disease, 
diabetes, obesity, asthma, 
emphysema) and other health 
problems  

o investigate family history, 
environment, lifestyle and other 
risk factors related to the cause 
or prevention of disease 

• demonstrate an understanding of how 
to maintain a healthy body by: 

o analyzing how health is 
influenced by the interaction of 
body systems 

o describing ways pathogens from 
the environment (e.g., air, food, 
people) enter the body and 
explaining how body defenses 
fight pathogens 

o explaining how personal hygiene 
practices affect physical, 
mental/emotional and social 
health; explaining how personal 
health habits (e.g., hand 
washing, care of teeth and eyes, 
sun protection) affect self and 
others in the prevention and 
spread of disease 

o identifying health care providers 
and describing reasons for 
preventive care 

 
Grade 8 Skills and Concepts – 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Other Drugs 
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Students will 
• demonstrate an understanding of the 
use and misuse of alcohol, tobacco and 
other drugs by: 

o distinguishing between legal 
(e.g., over the counter, 
prescription drugs) and illegal 
drugs (e.g., inhalants, marijuana, 
stimulants, depressants) and 
describing how their usage 
affects the body systems 

o describing the immediate/long-
term effects of alcohol, tobacco 
and illegal drug usage and 
analyzing their impact on health 

describing resources available to 
individuals seeking treatment or 
counseling for negative behaviors or 
addictions 
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Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Practical Living Curriculum 
(Health)  Draft 
8th Grade 

  

     
     
Grade 8     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Nutrition 
(Health Education)  
Proper nutrition is 
critical to good health. 
To maintain a healthy 
weight, good dietary 
habits and physical  
activity are essential. 
Nutritious foods are 
necessary for growth, 
development and 
maintenance of 
healthy  
bodies. 

2.30 Students 
evaluate 
consumer 
products and 
services and 
make effective 
consumer 
decisions.  
2.31 Students 
demonstrate the 
knowledge and 
skills they need 
to remain 
physically healthy 
and to  
accept 
responsibility for 
their own 
physical well-
being.  
3.2 Students will 
demonstrate the 
ability to maintain 
a healthy 
lifestyle.  
3.5 Students will 

Students will 
• evaluate the role of nutrients and food 
sources in the growth and development 
of healthy bodies 
• identify problems that occur from 
extreme eating behaviors (overeating, 
obesity, anorexia, bulimia) 
• analyze factors (e.g., geography, 
family, cultural background, 
convenience, cost, advertising, friends, 
personal taste) that influence healthy 
food choices 
• apply the decision-making process 
when analyzing resources needed in 
making dietary choices  
• use print and non-print resources (e.g., 
Food Guide Pyramid (FGP), Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans, United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA), 
National Dairy council), to make healthful 
food choices in real-life situations 

Students will understand 
that  
• proper nutrition is 
essential to growth and 
development.  
• nutrients have a role in 
the development of an 
individual’s health.  
• resources are available 
to assist in making 
nutritional choices.  
• individuals, families and 
community values 
influence nutritional 
choices.  
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demonstrate self-
control and self-
discipline.  
5.1 Students use 
critical thinking 
skills such as 
analyzing, 
prioritizing, 
categorizing, 
evaluating and  
comparing to 
solve a variety of 
problems in real-
life situations.  
5.4 Students use 
decision-making 
process to make 
informed 
decisions among 
options. 

 
 
 
Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Practical Living Curriculum 
(Health)  Draft 
8th Grade 

  

     
Grade 8      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Safety 
(Health Education)  
Accidents are a major 

2.31 Students 
demonstrate the 
knowledge and 

Students will 
• explain how health hazards (e.g., 
firearms, motorized vehicles, all terrain 

Students will understand 
that  
• safety practices and 
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cause of injury and 
death to children and 
adolescents. 
Unintentional injuries  
involving motor 
vehicle, falls, 
drowning, fires, 
firearms and poisons 
can occur at home, 
school and work.  
Safe behavior protects 
a person from danger 
and lessens the 
effects of harmful 
situations.  
 

skills they need 
to remain 
physically healthy 
and to  
accept 
responsibility for 
their own 
physical well-
being.  
2.33 Students 
demonstrate the 
skills to evaluate 
and use services 
and resources 
available in their  
community.  
3.2 Students will 
demonstrate the 
ability to maintain 
a healthy 
lifestyle.  
4.3 Students 
individually 
demonstrate 
consistent, 
responsive and 
caring behavior.  
4.4 Students 
demonstrate the 
ability to accept 
the rights and 
responsibilities 
for self and 
others.  
5.1 Students use 
skills such as 
analyzing, 

vehicles, personal water craft, potentially 
unsafe or threatening situations) and 
safety practices (e.g., walking in opposite 
direction of violence, staying calm in 
dangerous situations, wearing protective 
gear, notifying appropriate authority) may 
influence their personal health 
• identify and describe potential hazards 
in and around the home and school 
explain how to prevent injuries 
• demonstrate safety procedures needed 
for emergencies (e.g., weather, fire, 
tornado, lock down) at home or school 
• recognize life threatening emergencies 
and explain how basic first-aid 
procedures for responding to a variety of 
life-threatening emergencies (e.g., falls, 
drowning, choking, bleeding, shock, 
poisons, burns, temperature-related 
emergencies, allergic reactions, broken 
bones) can help reduce the severity of 
injuries and save lives 
• identify and access the available local, 
state and federal health and safety 
agencies (e.g., health departments, 
Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), National Guard) and 
explain the services they provide 
• use reliable safety resources and 
guidelines to help in avoiding injuries and 
dangerous situations (e.g., internet use, 
vehicles, firearms, watercraft) 
• demonstrate communications skills 
needed in emergency situations 
• explain safety practices needed when 
assuming responsibilities (babysitting, 
house-sitting, elderly care, pet care) in 

procedures help to 
prevent injuries and 
provide a safe 
environment.  
• community, state and 
federal resources are 
available to assist in 
hazardous situations.  
• proper procedures 
must be used in 
emergency situations.  
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prioritizing, 
categorizing, 
evaluating and 
comparing to  
solve a variety of 
problems in real-
life situations.  
5.4 Students use 
a decision-
making process 
to make informed 
decisions among-
options. 

caring for animals, property and other 
individuals 

 
 
 
Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Practical Living Curriculum 
(Physical Education)  Draft 
8th Grade 

  

     
Grade 8      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Psychomotor 
Skills (Physical 
Education)  
Cognitive information 
can be used to 
understand and 
enhance the 
development of motor 
skills such as  
movement sequences 

2.34 Students 
perform physical 
movements skills 
effectively in a 
variety of 
settings.  
2.35 Students 
demonstrate 
knowledge and 
skills that 

Students will 
• critique transitional motor skills and 
patterns to make recommendations for 
improvement 
• selects appropriate practice procedures 
to learn and master skills and movement 
patterns  
• analyze the principles of motor skill 
refinements (e.g. accuracy, technique, 
movement) have in skill development 

Students will understand 
that  
• movement concepts, 
principles, strategies and 
tactics apply to the 
learning and 
performance of  
physical activities.  
• motor skills need to be 
refined, combined and 
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and patterns. 
Individuals who 
understand their 
bodies and how to 
perform various  
movements will be 
safer and more 
productive in 
recreation and work 
activities.  
Development of  
psychomotor skills 
contributes to the 
development of social 
and cognitive skills.  
 

promote physical 
activity and 
involvement in  
physical activity 
throughout lives.  
4.1 Students 
effectively use 
interpersonal 
skills.  
 

• demonstrate increased competence in 
motor skills for individual, dual and team 
activities 
• explore the use of non-locomotor, 
locomotor and combination skills in 
movement sequences, patterned 
dances, games and other activities 
• refine techniques to achieve 
consistency in performance of 
fundamental manipulative skills (e.g., 
throwing, catching, kicking, dribbling, 
striking) for participation in games and 
activities 
• demonstrate and explain how 
transitional motor skills are needed for 
participation in games, activities and 
rhythmic movements (e.g., baseball, 
soccer, dance, golf, basketball) 

varied in the 
development of 
specialized skills  
(e.g., serving, catching 
with a glove, dribbling, 
punting).  
 

 
 
 
Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Practical Living Curriculum 
(Physical Education)  Draft 
8th Grade 

  

     
Grade 8      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Lifetime 
Physical Wellness 
(Physical Education)  
Lifetime wellness is 
health-focused. The 

2.31 Students 
demonstrate the 
knowledge and 
skills they need 
to remain 

Students will 
• design and implement a personal 
lifetime leisure/recreational plan that 
includes challenging and enjoyable 
physical activities 

Students will understand 
that  
• leisure/recreational or 
competitive physical 
activities provide 

 



8th Grade Practical Living 
Curriculum Draft 
Tichenor Middle School 
5/06 

11

health-related 
activities and content 
utilized are presented 
to  
help students become 
more responsible for 
their overall health 
status, and to prepare 
each student to  
demonstrate 
knowledge and skills 
that promote physical 
activity throughout 
their lives. Physical 
education  
uses physical activity 
as a means to help 
students acquire 
skills, fitness, 
knowledge and 
attitudes that  
contribute to their 
optimal development 
and well-being. 
Physical, mental, 
emotional and social 
health is  
strengthened by 
regular involvement in 
physical activities.  
 

physically healthy 
and to  
accept 
responsibility for 
their own 
physical well-
being.  
2.34 Students 
perform physical 
movements skills 
effectively in a 
variety of 
settings.  
2.35 Students 
demonstrate 
knowledge and 
skills that 
promote physical 
activity and 
involvement in  
physical activity 
throughout lives.  
3.1 Students 
demonstrate 
positive growth in 
self-concept 
through 
appropriate tasks 
or projects.  
3.2 Students 
demonstrate the 
ability to maintain 
a healthy 
lifestyle.  
3.7 Students 
demonstrate the 
ability to learn on 

• examine and analyze the personal 
benefits derived from regular 
participation in  leisure/recreational or 
competitive physical activities 
• develop and implement an appropriate 
practice plan for skill proficiency in 
games and sports 
• examine the relationship between and 
among effort, persistence, practice and 
improvement as they relate to skill 
development 
• access and describe techniques (e.g., 
practice, lessons, videos, drills, 
peer/teacher review, self-evaluation) for 
improving performance in games and 
sports 
• participate regularly in physical activity 
• when participating in a variety of 
physical activities, sports and games: 

o identify and apply rules of 
behavior and fair play (e.g., 
accepting authoritative 
decisions, assessing one’s own 
performance level, accepting 
skills and abilities of others 
through verbal and nonverbal 
actions for spectators and/or 
participants) 

o demonstrate sportsmanship, 
cooperation, teamwork and 
conflict resolution 

o identify and use safety 
principles, rules, procedures and 
etiquette 

o describe how offensive and 
defensive strategies are used in 
games and sports 

opportunities for self-
expression,  
social interactions and 
can be enjoyable and 
challenging.  
• intrinsic values can be 
gained by regular 
participation in 
leisure/recreational or 
competitive  
activities.  
• techniques, strategies 
and practice are 
important for improving 
performance of sport 
skills.  
• adhering to rules and 
procedures, etiquette, 
cooperation and team 
work, ethical behavior 
and  
positive social interaction 
impacts the effective 
participation in sports 
and physical activities.  
• regular participation in 
health-related, physical 
activity supports the 
goals of fitness and a  
healthier lifestyle 
throughout life.  
• fitness principles and 
techniques are used to 
improve/maintain 
physical health.  
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one’s own.  
4.2 Students use 
productive team 
membership 
skills.  
 

• conduct a self-assessment which 
includes the elements and of the FITT 
Principle (Frequency, Intensity, Type, 
Time) and design a fitness plan based on 
assessment results 
• compare and contrast lifetime activities 
(e.g., biking, dance, tennis, horseback 
riding, walking, golf) that improve or 
maintain the components of fitness 
(muscular strength, muscular endurance, 
flexibility, body composition, cardio-
respiratory endurance) 
• explain how the systems of the body 
(e.g., muscular, skeletal, nervous, 
respiratory, circulatory) affect an 
individual’s personal fitness level 
• explain the relationship of nutrition and 
exercise to physical fitness 
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Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Vocational Studies Curriculum 
Draft 
8th Grade 

  

     
Grade 8     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Consumer 
Decisions  
Individual and families 
need to make 
consumer decisions 
due to the numerous 
products/services on 
the  
market, multiple 
advertising 
techniques, and the 
need to make 
responsible financial 
management  
decisions. Accessing 
and assessing 
consumer information, 
comparing and 
evaluating products 
and  
services, provides 
basis for making 
effective consumer 
decisions. Consumer 
decisions influence 
the use  
of resources and the 

2.30 Students 
evaluate 
consumer 
products and 
services and 
make effective 
consumer 
decisions.  
2.33 Students 
demonstrate the 
skills to evaluate 
and use services 
and resources 
available in their  
community.  
4.4 Students 
demonstrate the 
ability to accept 
the rights and 
responsibilities 
for self and 
others.  
5.4 Students use 
a decision-
making process 
to make informed 
decisions among 

Students will 
• evaluate social factors and economic 
principles and their affect on consumer 
decisions by: 

o examining the use of economic 
principles and resources in 
making choices to satisfy needs 
and wants of individuals and 
families 

o comparing and evaluating 
products and services based on 
major factors (e.g., brand name, 
price, quality, features, 
availability) when making 
consumer decisions 

o comparing the relationship 
between supply and demand 
and their role in meeting 
consumer needs 

o analyzing the interrelationship 
between the economic system 
and consumer actions 

o apply decision-making strategies 
when buying products based on 
price, features, and quality 

o identifying practices that allow 
families to maintain economic 

Students will understand 
that  
• social factors and 
economic principles 
affect consumer 
decisions.  
• culture, media and 
technology can influence 
consumer decisions.  
• consumer management 
practices relating to the 
human, economic, and 
environmental resources  
are needed to meet the 
goals of individual and 
families.  
• consumer advocacy 
groups impact 
consumer’s rights and 
responsibilities.  
• consumer actions (e.g., 
reusing, reducing, 
recycling) influence the 
use of resources and 
impact  
the environment.  
• a variety of print and 
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impact they have on 
the community and 
environment.  
 

options.  
 

self-sufficiency 
• investigate how culture, media and 
technology impact the family and 
consumer decision making by: 

o exploring and using technology 
to access consumer information 
(e.g., products, services, and 
resources) 

o developing criteria to evaluate 
consumer’s buying practices that 
are influenced by peer pressure, 
desire for status and advertising 
techniques (e.g., bandwagon, 
facts and figures, emotional 
appeal, 
endorsement/testimonials) 

• investigate consumer advocacy groups 
and the impact of consumer’s rights and 
responsibilities by: 

o examining economic impacts of 
laws and regulations that pertain 
to consumers and providers of 
services 

o identifying and explaining how 
consumer rights and 
responsibilities are protected 
(e.g., government agencies, 
consumer protection agencies, 
consumer action groups) 

• evaluate ways consumer actions (e.g., 
reusing, reducing, recycling) influence 
the use of resources and impact the 
environment by: 

o describing the influence of 
environmental factors that 
positively and negatively affect 
health 

electronic resources are 
available in the home, 
school, and community 
that  
provide health and safety 
information.  
• advocacy is important 
for personal, family and 
community health and 
safety issues.  
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o researching local and state 
environmental issues that 
address consumption for 
conservation and waste 
management practices 

• use print and electronic resources from 
home, school, and community that 
provide accurate and relevant health 
information 
• locate and interpret career 

information and job opportunities in 
the community that support job 
success  

• (cc) Students will identify and explain 
the importance of resources and 
services provided by community 
agencies and how these resources 
benefit the overall community.  
o Public health department 
o Fire department 
o Police department 

Family resource center 
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Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Vocational Studies Curriculum 
Draft 
8th Grade 

  

     
Grade 8      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Financial 
Literacy  
Financial literacy 
provides knowledge 
so that students are 
responsible for their 
personal economic 
well- 
being. As consumers, 
individuals need 
economic knowledge 
as a base for making 
financial decisions  
impacting short and 
long term goals 
throughout one’s 
lifetime. Financial 
literacy will empower 
students by  
providing them with 
the skills and 
awareness needed to 
establish a foundation 
for a future of financial  
responsibility and 
economic 
independence.  

2.30 Students 
evaluate 
consumer 
products and 
services and 
make effective 
consumer 
decisions.  
2.33 Students 
demonstrate the 
skills to evaluate 
and use services 
and resources 
available in their  
community. 

Students will 
• evaluate financial management 
practices including budgeting, savings, 
banking services (e.g., purpose of 
checking and savings accounts, 
debit/credit), and investing (e.g., general 
types and purpose of investing) and 
explain why these practices are 
important in achieving personal financial 
goals by: 

o describing the risks and 
responsibilities associated with 
using credit 

• investigate savings plans and budgets 
in making financial decisions by: 

o constructing and using a 
personal spending/savings plan 
and evaluate according to short 
and long-term goals 

o analyzing basic components of a 
budget (e.g., income, fixed and 
flexible expenses, and savings) 

• explain how financial institutions (e.g., 
banks, brokerage firms, credit unions) 
provide consumer services that help in 
achieving financial goals by: 

o analyzing the steps in opening 

Students will understand 
that  
• management of 
financial resource 
practices is needed to 
meet goals of individuals 
and families.  
• saving plans (e.g., 
investments, savings 
accounts, stocks, bonds) 
and budgets are 
economic  
practices in making 
financial decisions.  
• saving plans (e.g., 
investments, savings 
accounts, stocks, bonds) 
and budgets are 
economic  
practices in making 
financial decisions.  
• financial institutions 
(e.g., banks, brokerage 
firms, credit unions) 
provide consumer 
services that  
help in achieving 
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 and using a checking and 
savings account 

• develop financial goals for the future 
based on one’s lifestyle expectations and 
career choices 
 

financial goals.  
• career choice and 
lifestyle impacts an 
individual’s financial 
future.  
 

 
 
 
Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
Draft 
5/06 

 Vocational Studies Curriculum Draft 
8th Grade 

  

     
Grade 8     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Career 
Awareness, 
Exploration, Planning  
Career awareness, 
exploration and 
planning gives 
students the 
opportunity to 
discover the various 
career  
areas that exist and 
introduce them to the 
realities involved with 
the workplace. Many 
factors need to be  
considered when 
selecting a career path 

2.36 Students 
use strategies for 
choosing and 
preparing for a 
career.  
2.37 Students 
demonstrate 
skills and work 
habits that lead to 
success in future 
schooling and 
work.  
2.38 Students 
demonstrate 
skills such as 
interviewing, 
writing resumes, 

Students will 
• analyze why people need to work (e.g., earn 
money, contribute to society, develop identity as 
a worker, enhance self-esteem) to meet basic 
needs (food, clothing, shelter) and for personal 
satisfaction and enjoyment by: 

o comparing and contrasting the 
many factors that must be 
considered when selecting and 
preparing for employment or a 
career path 

• explain how jobs/careers reflect both individual 
and societal needs 
• analyze the direct relationship of 
academic/technical skills, extracurricular 
activities, and community experiences to career 
preparation by: 

Students will 
understand that  
• an individual’s 
work 
encompasses 
more factors than 
providing for 
basic needs.  
• jobs/careers 
reflect both 
individual and 
societal needs 
and vary within 
communities and 
regions.  
• career choices 
are available in 
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and preparing for 
employment. Career 
awareness, 
exploration  
and planning will 
enable students to 
recognize the value of 
education and learn 
how to plan for 
careers.  
The relationship 
between academics 
and jobs/careers will 
enable students to 
make vital 
connections that  
will give meaning to 
their learning.  
 

and completing 
applications  
that are needed 
to be accepted 
into college or 
other 
postsecondary 
training or to get 
a job.  
5.4 Students use 
a decision-
making process 
to make informed 
decision among 
options.  
 

o researching career choice 
through the use of technology 

• create an educational plan that will can impact 
their future career opportunities by: 

o describing how job and career 
opportunities (e.g., veterinarian, 
sales associate, interior 
designer, meteorologist, 
physical therapist) are grouped 
together in career clusters (e.g., 
Agriculture, Arts & Humanities, 
Business & Marketing, 
Communications, Construction 
Education, Health Science, 
Human Services, Information 
Technology, Manufacturing, 
Public Services, Science & 
Mathematics, Social Sciences, 
Transportation) that vary within 
and among communities and 
regions 

o accessing and evaluating 
resources for locating job/career 
information career paths related 
to interests, aptitude (e.g., 
academic skills), and abilities 

o creating and updating an 
Individual Learning Plan (ILP) 
as a tool to explore self-
knowledge and academic 
aptitude and understand that 
career paths should relate to 
your individual traits (e.g., 
interests, abilities, learning 
styles) 

o explaining with examples 
postsecondary options (e.g., 

planning for 
job/careers in a 
variety of career 
clusters.  
• the connection 
between work 
and academic 
achievement can 
influence one’s 
future job/career.  
• an Individual 
Learning Plan 
(ILP) is an 
academic and 
career planning 
tool.  
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community technical colleges, 
4-year colleges, military service) 
used when developing career 
goals that are included in the 
Individual Learning Plan (ILP) 

• analyze how self-knowledge (e.g., interests, 
abilities) is helpful when selecting and preparing 
for a career path and that unique interests may 
lead to career choices(cc) Students will describe 
how informal assessments, work place visits, 
and guest speakers are used in determining 
individual traits (e.g., interests, abilities, learning 
styles) and explain how knowledge of such traits 
is helpful in developing career goals for an 
Individual Graduation Plan (IGP) 
 
 

 
 
 
Tichenor Middle 
School Curriculum 
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5/06 

 Vocational Studies Curriculum 
Draft 
8th Grade 

  

     
Grade 8      
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: 
Employability Skills  
Employability skills 
will focus on student’s 
competencies with 
their work habits and 

2.36 Students 
use strategies for 
choosing and 
preparing for a 
career.  
2.37 Students 

Students will 
• evaluate how interpersonal skills impact 
individual’s career choice and success in 
the workplace by: 

o analyzing and evaluating 
the role of each 

Students will understand 
that  
• interpersonal skills 
impact individual’s career 
choice and success in 
the workplace.  
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academic/technical  
skills that will impact 
an individual’s 
success in school and 
workplace. School-to-
work transition skills 
will  
help students develop 
interpersonal skills 
and positive work 
habits.  
 

demonstrate 
skills and work 
habits that lead to 
success in future 
schooling and 
work.  
2.38 Students 
demonstrate 
skills such as 
interviewing, 
writing résumé 
and completing 
applications that  
are needed to be 
accepted into 
college or other 
postsecondary 
training or to get 
a job.  
3.8 Students 
demonstrate the 
ability to make 
decisions based 
on ethical values.  
 

participant’s contribution 
in a team setting 

o evaluating the 
importance of working 
cooperatively with 
people of diverse 
backgrounds and 
abilities to achieve 
success in the workplace 

o designing a plan for 
working cooperatively 
with others by 
contributing ideas, 
suggestions and efforts 
to complete a task 

o explaining how effective 
verbal and nonverbal 
communication skills 
impacts work-related 
situations 

• examine how attitudes and work habits 
contribute to success at home, school 
and work by: 

o identifying effective 
group interaction 
strategies (e.g., 
communicating 
effectively, conflict 
resolution, compromise) 
to develop team skills 
(e.g., goal-setting, 
questioning, dividing 
work) 

o demonstrating 
leadership skills by 
participating in co/extra-
curricular activities, 

• attitudes and work 
habits contribute to 
success at home, school 
and work.  
• employability skills are 
important to achieve 
success in the 
workplace.  
• academic and technical 
skills contribute to 
obtaining and 
succeeding in 
employment.  
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home, school and 
community 

o explaining how attitudes 
and work habits transfer 
from the home and 
school to the workplace 

o demonstrating and 
explaining how various 
forms of etiquette are 
used in the home, 
school, community, and 
workplace 

o describing 
consequences for 
actions when disobeying 
rules and routines at the 
workplace 

o explaining the role of 
authority in school and 
the workplace 

o explaining the 
importance of 
developing good work 
ethics/habits (e.g., 
initiative, time 
management, respect, 
self-discipline, problem-
solving) that support 
career retention and 
advancement 

• explain how employability skills are 
important to achieve success in the 
workplace by: 

o using available 
resources for locating 
job openings 

o using established criteria 
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to evaluate a completed 
job application 

• explain how academic and technical 
skills contribute to obtaining and 
succeeding in employment by: 

o using technology to 
research job/careers in 
the community 

o explaining how success 
in an academic course of 
study could contribute to 
the achievement and 
success in employment 
(e.g., Arts and 
Humanities/Museum 
Curator, Health 
Education/Personal 
Trainer) 

o explaining how success 
in a technical course of 
study could contribute to 
the achievement and 
success in employment 
(e.g., Career 
Choices/Nurse, 
Business/Marketing 
Career 
Exploration/Advertising 
Manager) 
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 Vocational Studies 
Curriculum Draft 
8th Grade 

  

     
Grade 8     
Big Idea: Academic 

Expectations 
Skills & Concepts 
Core Content & POS 

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: 
Communication/Technology  
Special communication and 
technology skills are 
needed for success in 
schooling and in the 
workplace.  
Students will be able to 
express information and 
ideas using a variety of 
technologies in various 
ways.  
 

1.16 Students 
use computers 
and other kinds 
of technology to 
collect, organize, 
and 
communicate  
information and 
ideas.  
2.37 Students 
demonstrate 
skills and work 
habits that lead 
to success in 
future schooling 
and work.  
2.38 Students 
demonstrate 
skills such as 
interviewing, 
writing resumes, 
and completing 
applications  
that are needed 
to be accepted 
into college or 
other 

Students will 
• explain how jobs/careers (e.g., 
Physical Therapist, Radio and 
Television Broadcaster, Web 
Designer) have been created as a 
result of scientific and technological 
advancements 
• evaluate the purpose of technology 
tools (e.g., multi-media, Internet, 
digital camera, teleconferencing, 
debit/credit cards) and analyze how 
these impact productivity in homes, 
schools and jobs by: 

o explaining how 
technology provides 
access to information 
and resources at 
home, school and the 
workplace 

o describing the role of 
technology within a 
community in 
maintaining safe and 
healthy living 
environment 

o updating the 
Individual Learning 

Students will 
understand that  
• scientific and 
technological changes 
can impact a variety of 
careers.  
• technology skills can 
enhance learning and 
be used in developing 
a career plan.  
• communication skills 
are essential in 
seeking and 
maintaining 
jobs/careers.  
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postsecondary 
training or to get 
a job. 

Plan (ILP) to provide 
a focus for academic 
and career planning 

• explain how communication skills 
are essential in seeking and 
maintaining jobs/careers by: 

o describing effective 
speaking and 
listening skills used in 
a job interview 

o explaining skills used 
to seek, obtain, 
maintain, and change 
jobs/careers: written 
communication, 
nonverbal/verbal 
communication skills 
and interview skills 

using different formats to summarize 
and communicate orally and in written 
form for use in the classroom and the 
workplace 
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 Technology Curriculum 
Draft 
Grades 6-8 

  

     
Technology 
Grades 6-8 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Program of Studies  

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Information, 
Communication and 
Productivity  
Students demonstrate 
a sound 
understanding of the 
nature and operations 
of technology 
systems.  
Students use 
technology to learn, to 
communicate, 
increase productivity 
and become 
competent users of  
technology. Students 
manage and create 
effective oral, written 
and multimedia 
communication in a  
variety of forms and 
contexts.  
 

1.11 Students write using 
appropriate forms, 
conventions, and styles to 
communicate ideas and  
information to different 
audiences for different 
purposes.  
1.16 Students use 
computers and other kinds 
of technology to collect, 
organize, and communicate  
information and ideas.  
3.3 Students demonstrate 
the ability to be adaptable 
and flexible through 
appropriate tasks or  
projects.  
6.1 Students connect 
knowledge and 
experiences from different 
subject areas.  
6.3 Students expand their 
understanding of existing 
knowledge by making 
connections with new  
knowledge, skills, and 

Students will  
• use technology to 
communicate in a variety of 
modes (e.g., audio, speech to 
text, print, media)  
• select and use appropriate 
technology to collect, analyze 
and share information  
• use online collaboration and 
interactive projects (e.g., email, 
videoconferencing) to 
communicate  
with others (e.g., experts, 
mentors)  
• use a variety of electronic 
formats (e.g., web publishing, 
oral presentations, journals and  
multimedia presentations) to 
summarize and communicate 
results  
Middle Skills and Concepts – 
Productivity  
Students will  
• use productivity tools to 
complete content assignments 
and projects  

Students will understand 
that  
• appropriate 
terminology, proper 
keyboarding, computer 
operations and 
applications assist to 
gain  
confidence in the use of 
technology.  
• technology (e.g. 
keyboarding, word 
processing, 
spreadsheets, 
databases, hardware, 
scanners,  
digital and video 
cameras) is used 
effectively and efficiently 
to accomplish a task.  
• technology is used to 
communicate in a variety 
of ways.  
• productivity tools are 
used effectively and 
efficiently to accomplish 
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experiences. • construct and publish 
information in printed and 
digital formats (e.g., printed 
reports, resumes,  
brochures, charts, multimedia 
presentations, videos and 
websites) for authentic 
audiences  
• use technology to develop 
innovative and creative 
products  
 

a task.  
Middle Skills and 
Concepts – Information  
Students will  
• use a variety of 
technology (e.g., 
probeware, handhelds, 
digital and video 
cameras, scanners) to  
collect, analyze and 
present in all content 
areas  
• recognize, discuss and 
use terms/concepts 
related to the protection 
of computers, networks 
and  
information (e.g., virus 
protection, network 
security, passwords, 
firewalls, privacy laws)  
• use proper 
keyboarding techniques, 
optimal posture and 
correct hand placement 
(e.g., continue  
appropriate finger 
reaches and building 
speed)  
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 Technology Curriculum 
Draft 
Grades 6-8 

  

     
Technology 
Grades 6-8 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Program of Studies  

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Safety and 
Ethical/Social Issues  
Students understand 
safety and 
ethical/social issues 
related to technology. 
Students practice and 
engage  
in safe, responsible 
and ethical use of 
technology. Students 
develop positive 
attitudes toward 
technology  
use that supports 
lifelong learning, 
collaboration, 
personal pursuits and 
productivity. 
 

2.17 Students interact 
effectively and work 
cooperatively with the 
many ethnic and cultural 
groups of  
our nation and world.  
3.6 Students demonstrate 
the ability to make 
decisions based on ethical 
values.  
4.3 Students individually 
demonstrate consistent, 
responsive and caring 
behavior.  
4.4 Students demonstrate 
the ability to accept the 
rights and responsibilities 
for self and others.  
4.5 Students demonstrate 
an understanding of, 
appreciation for and 
sensitivity to a multi-cultural 
and  
world view.  
 

Students will  
• describe intellectual property 
issues related to technology  
• practice responsible (e.g., 
virus protection, passwords) 
use of technology adhering to 
the  
Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) 
as well as other state and 
federal laws  
• model ethical behavior 
relating to security, privacy, 
passwords and personal 
information and  
recognize possible 
consequences of misuse  
• use legal and ethical practices 
when completing digital 
projects/school work and credit 
all  
participants for their 
contribution to the work  
• investigate basic issues 
related to responsible use of 
technology and describe 
personal  

Students will understand 
that  
• collaborative and 
interactive projects use 
technology to enhance 
learning.  
• acceptable technology 
etiquette is essential to 
respectful social 
interactions and good 
citizenship.  
• ethical use of 
technology is necessary 
to ensure safety, privacy 
and legal issues.  
• technology is used in 
occupations as a basic 
skill to be successful and 
productive in a global 
society.  
• assistive technology 
supports learning to 
ensure equitable access 
to a productive life. 
Middle Skills and 
Concepts – Safety  
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consequences of inappropriate 
use  
• investigate software piracy, its 
impact on the technology 
industry and possible 
repercussions to  
individuals and/or the school 
district  
Middle Skills and Concepts – 
Human Issues  
Students will  
• use appropriate behavior 
related to computers, networks, 
digital information (e.g., 
security,  
privacy, passwords, personal 
information)  
• use proper social etiquette 
with any technology (e.g., 
email, blogs, IM, telephone, 
help desk)  
while collaborating with peers, 
experts and others  
• use technology to engage in 
interactive projects in the 
classroom  
• describe how societal 
expectations drive the 
acceptance and use of new 
products and systems  
• investigate how the use of 
technology affects humans in 
various ways (e.g., safety, 
comfort,  
choices and attitudes)  
• explore how technology is 
used in different occupations  

Students will  
• explain the importance 
of safe Internet use (e.g., 
iSafe skills)  
• apply safe behavior 
when using technology 
Middle Skills and 
Concepts – Ethical 
Issues  
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• engage technology to support 
learning (e.g., online courses, 
online assessments)  
• conclude that assistive 
technology supports learning to 
ensure equitable access to a 
productive life  
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 Technology Curriculum 
Draft 
Grades 6-8 

  

     
Technology 
Grades 6-8 

    

Big Idea: Academic 
Expectations 

Skills & Concepts 
Program of Studies  

Enduring 
Knowledge 

Activities/Resources 

Big Idea: Research, 
Inquiry/Problem-
Solving and 
Innovation  
Students understand 
the role of technology 
in research and 
experimentation. 
Students engage  
technology in 
developing solutions 
for solving problems 
in the real world. 
Students will use 
technology for  

1.1 Students use reference 
tools such as dictionaries, 
almanacs, encyclopedias, 
and computer  
reference programs and 
research tools such as 
interviews and surveys to 
find the information  
they need to meet specific 
demands, explore interests, 
or solve specific problems.  
2.3 Students identify and 
analyze systems and the 
ways their components 
work together or affect  

Middle Skills and Concepts - 
Research  
Students will  
• demonstrate an 
understanding of the strengths 
and limitations of the Internet  
• apply a research process 
model (e.g., Big6, Research 
Cycle) to conduct online 
research  
• locate and collect information 
from a variety of electronic 
resources (e.g. search engines, 
CD- 
ROM, online periodical 

Students will understand 
that  
• technology supports 
creative thinking and 
implementation of new 
ideas to reach goals.  
• technology supports 
critical thinking skills 
used in inquiry/problem 
solving to make informed  
decisions.  
• technology assists in 
researching, analyzing 
and evaluating 
information obtained 
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original creation and 
innovation.  
 

each other. 
5.1 Students use critical 
thinking skills such as 
analyzing, prioritizing, 
categorizing, evaluating, 
and  
comparing to solve a 
variety of problems in real-
life situations.  
5.2 Students use creative 
thinking skills to develop or 
invent novel, constructive 
ideas or products.  
5.4 Students use a 
decision-making process to 
make informed decisions 
among options.  
5.5 Students use problem-
solving processes to 
develop solutions to 
relatively complex 
problems.  
6.1 Students connect 
knowledge and 
experiences from different 
subject areas. 

databases, Virtual library/online 
catalogs, interactive video 
conferencing)  
and correctly cite sources  
• evaluate the accuracy and 
appropriateness of electronic 
information  
• organize information that is 
collected using a variety of 
tools (e.g., spreadsheet, 
database, saved  
files)  
• communicate results of 
research and learning with 
others using the most 
appropriate tools (e.g.,  
desktop-published or word-
processed report, multimedia 
presentation)  
• manipulate data using 
charting tools and graphic 
organizers (e.g., concept 
mapping, flow charting  
and outlining software) to 
connect ideas and organize 
information  
Middle Skills and Concepts – 
Inquiry/Problem-solving  
Students will  
• use appropriate technology 
and strategies to solve content-
specific problems in the real-
world  
• determine which technology is 
useful and select the 
appropriate tool(s) (e.g., 
calculators, data  

from a variety of  
sources to answer an 
essential question 
across all content areas.  
• technology is used to 
analyze real world data 
through inquiry/problem 
solving in order to 
produce  
results.  
• technology problem 
solving strategies is 
applied to innovative 
design for authentic, 
creative and  
real-world applications.  
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collection probes, videos, 
educational software) to 
inquire/problem- solve in self-
directed and  
extended learning  
• apply strategies for identifying 
and solving minor hardware 
and software problems  
• use technology to solve 
problems using critical thinking 
and problem-solving strategies  
• explore how inquiry/problem-
solving impact science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathematics  
(STEM) (e.g., design, 
programming, robotics)  
Middle Skills and Concepts – 
Innovation  
Students will  
• use technology to express 
creativity in all content areas  
• design, develop, publish and 
present original, innovative 
products (e.g., Web pages, 
video,  
robotics, online content)  
• collaborate with peers, 
experts and others to develop 
solutions and innovative 
products (e.g.,  
design/CAD, troubleshooting, 
helpdesk, models, systems)  
• describe how technological 
innovation often results when 
ideas, knowledge or skills are 
shared  
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within a technology  
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